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Washington banning U.S. flights to all Cuban cities but Havana 


By MATTHEW LEE, MICHAEL 
WEISSENSTEIN and GISELA 
SALOMON 
Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — The Trump 
administration is banning 
U.S. flights to all Cuban cit¬ 
ies except Havana in the 
latest move to roll back the 
Obama-era easing of rela¬ 
tions, officials said Friday. 
Supporters of the ban said 
it would starve the Havana 
government of cash and 
limit its ability to repress 
Cubans and support Ven¬ 
ezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro, whom the U.S. 
wants to overthrow. 
Opponents said prohibiting 
flights would simply make it 
harder for Cuban-Ameri- 
cans to visit their families 
outside the capital, with¬ 
out making a significant 
impact on the Cuban gov¬ 
ernment. 

The State Department 
said JetBlue flights to San¬ 
ta Clara in central Cuba 
and the eastern cities of 
Holguin, Camaguey would 
be banned starting in De¬ 
cember. American Air¬ 
lines flights to Camaguey, 
Holguin and Santa Clara, 
the beach resort of Vara- 
dero and the eastern city 
of Santiago are also being 
banned. 

"This action will prevent the 
Castro regime from profit¬ 
ing from U.S. air travel and 
using the revenues to re¬ 



in this Aug. 31, 2016 file photo, airport workers receive JetBlue flight 387, the first commercial flight between the U.S. and Cuba in 
more than a half century, holding a United States, and a Cuban national flag, on the airport tarmac in Santa Clara, Cuba. 

Associated Press 


press the Cuban people," 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said on Twitter. 
Raul Castro stepped down 
as president last year but 
remains head of the Com¬ 
munist Party, the country's 
highest authority.. 

Another stated reason 
for the move is to prevent 
tourism to Cuba, which 
is barred by U.S. law. But 


it is not clear how many 
people take the banned 
flights for tourism purposes. 
Many are used by Cuban- 
Americans visiting relatives 
in cities far from Havana 
by road. "Eager to punish 
Cuba's unbreakable defi¬ 
ance, imperialism is going 
after regular flights to vari¬ 
ous Cuban cities. It doesn't 
matter that they're affect¬ 


ing family relations, or the 
modest pocketbooks of 
most Cubans in both coun¬ 
tries," Carlos F. de Cossio, 
head of Cuba's depart¬ 
ment of U.S. affairs, said on 
Twitter. "Our response isn't 
changing." 

Charter flights to destina¬ 
tions outside Havana are 
apparently not affected by 
the ban, but those flights 


tend to be more expensive 
and far less convenient. 
The other remaining legal 
option is a flight to Havana 
and then a road trip that 
could last as much as eight 
to more than 12 hours over 
rutted, unsafe roads, in the 
case of Cuba’s eastern cit¬ 
ies. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Washington banning U.S. flights to all Cuban cities but Havana 


Continued from Front of properties confiscated 

from Americans or from Cu- 

JetBlue and American is¬ 
sued brief statements say¬ 
ing they would comply with 
the decision. 

The announcement co¬ 
incided with an event in 
Miami calling for regime 
change in Cuba and fea¬ 
turing U.S. officials. Organi¬ 
zation of Americans States 
President Luis Almagro, 
and a variety of Cuban- 
Americans and Cuban dis¬ 
sidents. 

"This is a step forward," said 
Cuba-born barber Ernesto 
Regues, who said he left 
the island in 2012 and still 
has family in Havana. "Now 
they need to stop the flights 
to Havana." 

Carrie Filipetti, deputy as¬ 
sistant secretary for Cuba 
and Venezuela in the State 
Department's Bureau of 
Western Hemisphere Af¬ 
fairs, said Havana would 
serve as the gateway for 
Cuban-Americans wanting 
to see their relatives. 

"We want to make sure 
that Cuban-Americans do 
have a route to their fami¬ 
lies. You need to enter. Ha¬ 
vana is currently carved 
out for this," she said. 




People fill up with fuel at a gas station in Havana, Cuba, Thursday, 


She warned, however, 
that "we will continue to in¬ 
crease sanctions" and said 
other countries should do 
the same. 

"It is a long path with many 
steps along the way," she 
said to a standing ovation. 
The Trump administration 
has been regularly tighten¬ 
ing the six-decade-old em¬ 
bargo on Cuba in recent 
months with the stated pur¬ 
pose of cutting off income 
to the Cuban government 
and forcing it to cut ties to 


Venezuela and grant more 
human rights to Cuban 
citizens. Washington has 
barred U.S cruise ships vis¬ 
iting Cuba, sanctioned oil 


Oct. 24, 2019. 

Associated Press 

tankers moving petroleum 
from Venezuela to Cuba 
and permitted lawsuits 
against foreign compa¬ 
nies profiting from their use 


bans who later obtained 
American citizenship. 

The measures have contrib¬ 
uted to the Cuban govern¬ 
ment's chronic shortages 
of hard currency and were 
blamed for several weeks 
of fuel shortages on the is¬ 
land, but so far there is no 
indication that the Trump 
policy is having its desired 
effect. Cuba's security serv¬ 
ices continue to detain 
and harass dissenters and 
human rights groups say 
freedom of expression, as¬ 
sembly and other rights re¬ 
main highly curtailed. 

The Cuban and Venezue¬ 
lan government remain 
tightly aligned and both 
have declared their intent 
to become even closer al¬ 
lies in the face of the Trump 
measures. □ 


This Dec. 15, 2017, file photo shows the aircraft carrier Gerald 
R. Ford. 


New carrier heads to sea for 
tests amid debate over delays 

By BEN FINLEY 
Associated Press 
NORFOLK, Va. (AP) — The 

nation's newest aircraft 
carrier left a Virginia ship¬ 
yard and returned to sea 
for more tests Friday, just 
days after fresh concerns 
were raised in Washing¬ 
ton over when the highly 
advanced ship will be 
ready for combat. 

The USS Gerald R. Ford 
departed for sea trials 
in the wake of a public 
back-and-forth between 
a congresswoman and 
U.S. Navy leaders over 
delays, cost overruns and 
systems that aren't fully 
operational. 

For example, not all of the 
ship's weapons elevators, 
which transport missiles 
and bombs to the flight 
deck, have been com¬ 
pleted. 

Speaking at a congressio¬ 
nal hearing Tuesday, U.S. 

Rep. Elaine Luria said the 
Ford should have been 
deployable in 2018 but 
may not be ready until 
2024. 

"I just truly don't feel this 
is a great investment as 
a taxpayer — $13 billion 
on a ship that's going to 
deploy six years past its 


original design timeline," 
said Luria, a Navy veteran 
and Democrat whose dis¬ 
trict includes the world's 
largest Navy base on Vir¬ 
ginia's coast 

Luria added later that 
six aircraft carriers at the 
base aren't currently de¬ 
ployable for various rea¬ 
sons. 

"We basically invested 
$13 billion on a nuclear- 
powered berthing barge 
..." she said of the Ford. 
James F. Geurts, an as¬ 
sistant secretary of the 
Navy, responded dur¬ 
ing the hearing that the 
Ford should be ready be¬ 
fore 2024. The next day. 
Navy Secretary Richard 
V. Spencer said during a 


Associated Press 

talk at the Brookings In¬ 
stitution that Luria dispar¬ 
aged a ship that's helping 
the Navy develop new 
technology. 

"The way we went to the 
moon was because the 
country was behind this, 
to get us to the moon 
with new technologies," 
Spencer said. "We're go¬ 
ing to work this out." 

The new carrier is de¬ 
signed to carry a wider 
variety of planes, po¬ 
tentially including un¬ 
manned aircraft, and 
operate with several hun¬ 
dred fewer sailors. A new 
electromagnetic system 
for launching planes is 
supposed to increase fly¬ 
ing missions by a third. Q 
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Trump's company exploring sale of landmark Washington hotel 


By BERNARD CONDON and 
JONATHAN LEMIRE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's com¬ 
pany said Friday it is explor¬ 
ing the sale of its landmark 
Washington hotel after 
nearly three years of eth¬ 
ics complaints and lawsuits 
accusing him of trying to 
profit off the presidency. 
The Trump Organization 
says it will consider offers to 
buy out the 60-year lease 
on the Trump International 
Hotel, which since opening 
in late 2016 has become a 
magnet for lobbyists and 
diplomats looking to gain 
favor with the administra¬ 
tion. 

"People are objecting to 
us making so much money 
on the hotel and therefore 
we may be willing to sell," 
said Eric Trump, an execu¬ 
tive vice president of the 
Trump Organization. "Since 
we opened our doors, we 
have received tremendous 
interest in this hotel and as 
real-estate developers, we 
are always willing to ex¬ 
plore our options." 

The opulent, 263-room ho¬ 
tel built in the Old Post Of¬ 
fice down the street from 
the White House has host¬ 
ed parties thrown by dip¬ 
lomats from the Philippines, 
Kuwait and other coun¬ 
tries, and has been among 
Trump’s biggest money 
makers. It is at the center 
of two lawsuits accusing 
the president of violating 
the emoluments clause of 
the U.S. Constitution, which 
bars presidents from receiv¬ 
ing gifts or payments from 
foreign governments. 
According to Trump's most 
recent financial disclosure, 
the hotel took in $41 million 
in revenue last year, up less 
than half a million dollars 
from the previous year. 

In his statement, Eric Trump 
said the Trump Organiza¬ 
tion agreed to not actively 
solicit foreign government 
business for the hotel when 
his father took office, and 
its success has been all the 
more remarkable given 
that voluntary restraint. 

But Kathleen Clark, a gov¬ 
ernment ethics expert and 
Trump critic, said the idea 
that the hotel has made 
sacrifices to avoid con¬ 


flicts is "nonsense" and the 
Trump Organization may 
be selling now because it 
fears the profits will fall if the 
president is not re-elected. 
"There is no reason to think 
that Republican Party op¬ 
eratives or a trade associa¬ 
tion that wants to curry fa¬ 
vor with the next president 
will choose this hotel," said 
Clark, a law professor at 
Washington University in St. 
Louis. "It will just be another 
fancy hotel." 

Other government watch¬ 
dogs saw danger with the 
sale itself: Will the buyer 
pay more than the hotel is 
worth in attempt to get in 
good with the administra¬ 
tion? And what if the buyer 
is from overseas? 

"If the Trump Organization 
puts out a 'For Sale' sign 
on the Trump International 
Hotel and seeks and takes 
bids, it will create massive 
conflicts of interests with the 
deep-pocketed individu¬ 
als, foreign governments, 
investment funds or corpo¬ 
rations that could afford to 
make such a purchase," 
said Robert Weissman, 
president of Public Citizen, 
a liberal-leaning consumer 
advocacy group. 

The possible sale comes 
at a fraught time for the 
Trump real estate empire. 
Several residential buildings 
and hotels paying to brand 
themselves with the Trump 
name have removed it be¬ 
cause of his politics. And 
the president earlier this 
month pulled plans to hold 
a Group of Seven summit 
at his Doral resort near Mi¬ 
ami amid criticism it would 
be a brazen violation of the 
emoluments clause. Trump 
later lashed out about the 
reversal, saying, "You peo¬ 
ple with this phony emolu¬ 
ments clause." 

After winning a contract 
from the federal govern¬ 
ment to lease the 121 -year- 
old, Romanesque Revival- 
style post office in 2013, 
Trump spent $200 million 
renovating it into a hotel. 
The Wall Street Journal 
reported that the Trump 
Organization is hoping to 
get more than $500 mil¬ 
lion in the sale. But Sean 
Hennessey, CEO of con¬ 
sultancy Lodging Advisors, 
said that while he has no 


idea what the sale could 
actually bring in, it is rare 
to get more than $1 million 
for each guest room, which 
would translate into $263 
million. 

Any sale would have to be 
approved by the agency 
overseeing the lease, the 
General Services Adminis¬ 
tration, as well as a lawyer 
hired by the Trump Organi¬ 
zation to vet such deals for 
conflicts of interest. 

In his statement, Eric Trump 
addressed concerns about 
conflicts of interest by not¬ 
ing the company cuts a 
check to the U.S. Treasury 
each year for what it calcu¬ 
lates as "profit" from foreign 
government business at its 
hotels and other properties. 
That amounted to $191,538 
last year, up from $151,470 
the previous yearO 



In this Jan. 23, 2019, file photo, the Trump International Hotel 
near sunset in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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Judge hands Democrats a victory in impeachment inquiry 



President Donald Trump speaks at the 2019 Second Step 
Presidential Justice Forum at Benedict College, Friday, Oct. 25, 
2019, in Columbia, S.C. 


By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

judge on Friday ordered 
the Justice Department 
to give the House secret 
grand jury testimony from 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller's Russia investiga¬ 
tion, handing a victory to 
Democrats as they gather 
evidence for the impeach¬ 
ment inquiry against Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. 

In a ruling that also af¬ 


firmed the legality of the 
impeachment inquiry it¬ 
self, U.S. District Judge Beryl 
Howell ordered the depart¬ 
ment to turn over the ma¬ 
terials by Oct. 30. A Justice 
Department spokeswoman 
said it was reviewing the 
decision. The administra¬ 
tion can appeal. 

The ruling in favor of the 
House Judiciary Committee 
comes as Democrats gath¬ 
er closed-door testimony 
from current and former 


government officials about 
the Trump administration's 
efforts to get Ukraine to in¬ 
vestigate political rival Joe 
Biden and the Democrats. 
The Mueller materials could 
reveal previously hidden 
details to lawmakers about 
Trump's actions during the 
2016 election and become 
part of the impeachment 
push. 

The material covered by 
Howell's order consists of 
redacted grand jury mate¬ 
rial mentioned in Mueller's 
report. The Justice Depart¬ 
ment says the grand jury in¬ 
formation is the only piece 
of the document that key 
lawmakers have not had 
access to. 

Democrats believe the 
still-redacted information 
could shed new light on 
key episodes of the inves¬ 
tigation, including discus¬ 
sions Trump is reported to 
have had with associates 
about the release of sto¬ 
len emails during the cam¬ 
paign and conversations 
about a 2016 Trump Tower 
meeting at which Trump's 
oldest son expected to re¬ 
ceive damaging informa¬ 
tion about Hillary Clinton. 

In a 75-page ruling accom¬ 
panying the order, How¬ 
ell slashed through many 
of the administration's ar¬ 
guments for withholding 
materials from Congress, 
including that there was 
need for continued se¬ 
crecy. The judge said the 
materials could inform 
lawmakers as they decide 
what witnesses to call for 
an impeachment inquiry 
and what additional lines 
of investigation should be 
pursued. 

"The reality is that DOJ and 
the White House have 
been openly stonewalling 
the House's efforts to get 
information by subpoena 
and by agreement, and 
the White House has flatly 
stated that the Administra¬ 
tion will not cooperate with 
congressional requests for 
information," Howell wrote. 
While the Justice Depart¬ 
ment said it could not pro¬ 
vide grand jury material 
under existing law, "DOJ is 
wrong," she wrote. And 
though the White House 
and its Republican allies 
argued impeachment is il¬ 


legitimate without a formal 
vote, she wrote: "A House 
resolution has never, in 
fact, been required." 

The judge also rejected the 
Justice Department's argu¬ 
ment that impeachment 
does not qualify as a "judi¬ 
cial proceeding." That dis¬ 
tinction matters because, 
though grand jury testimo¬ 
ny is ordinarily secret, one 
exemption that allows it to 
be legally disclosed is in 
connection with a judicial 
proceeding. 

"To the extent the House's 
role in the impeachment 
context is to investigate 
misconduct by the Presi¬ 
dent and ascertain wheth¬ 
er that conduct amounts 
to an impeachable offense 
warranting removal from 
office, the House performs 
a function somewhat akin 
to a grand jury," the judge 
wrote. 

"The court's thoughtful rul¬ 
ing recognizes that our 
impeachment inquiry fully 
comports with the Constitu¬ 
tion and thoroughly rejects 
the spurious White House 
claims to the contrary," 
Nadler said in a statement. 
"This grand jury information 
that the Administration has 
tried to block the House 
from seeing will be critical 
to our work." 

Justice Department law¬ 
yers argued against provid¬ 
ing the materials at a hear¬ 
ing earlier this month. They 
pointed out that House 
Democrats already had 
significant evidence from 
Mueller's investigation, in¬ 
cluding copies of summa¬ 
ries of FBI witness interviews. 
But the judge said that in- 


Associated Press 

formation is no substitute 
for the actual testimony. 

"To insure most effectively 
against being misled, HJC 
must have access to all es¬ 
sential pieces of testimony 
by witnesses, including tes¬ 
timony given under oath to 
the grand jury," Howell said, 
referring to the House Judi¬ 
ciary Committee. 
"Additionally, for purposes 
of assessing and following 
up on the Mueller Report's 
conclusions, the full Report 
is needed: the grand jury 
material may offer unique 
insights, insights not con¬ 
tained in the rest of the 
Report, congressional tes¬ 
timony" or FBI reports, she 
added. 

Many of the key witnesses 
in the Trump orbit, including 
former White House coun¬ 
sel Don McGahn, submit¬ 
ted to voluntary interviews 
before Mueller's team rath¬ 
er than appear before the 
grand jury, making it un¬ 
clear how much significant 
new information tied to the 
president is contained in 
the grand jury transcripts. 
The department also ar¬ 
gued that the House panel 
could not show how the 
material would help in the 
committee's investigations 
of Trump. 

The Mueller report found 
insufficient evidence to es¬ 
tablish a criminal conspir¬ 
acy between Russia and 
the 2016 Trump campaign. 
It also examined multiple 
episodes in which Trump 
sought to thwart the inves¬ 
tigation and pointedly de¬ 
termined that he could not 
be exonerated on obstruc¬ 
tion of justice allegations.Q 
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Tally of children split at border 
tops 5,400 in new count 



In this Dec. 11, 2018 file photo, an asylum-seeking boy from 
Central America runs down a hallway after arriving from an 
immigration detention center to a shelter in San Diego. 

Associated Press 


By ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) —U S. im¬ 
migration authorities sepa¬ 
rated more than 1,500 chil¬ 
dren from their parents at 
the Mexico border early in 
the Trump administration, 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union said Thursday, bring¬ 
ing the total number of 
children separated since 
July 2017 to more than 
5,400. 

The ACLU said the ad¬ 
ministration told its attor¬ 
neys that 1,556 children 
were separated from July 
1, 2017, to June 26, 2018, 
when a federal judge in 
San Diego ordered that 
children in government 
custody be reunited with 
their parents. 

Children from that period 
can be difficult to find be¬ 
cause the government 
had inadequate track¬ 
ing systems. Volunteers 
working with the ACLU 
are searching for some of 
them and their parents by 
going door-to-door in Gua¬ 
temala and Honduras. 

Of those separated dur¬ 
ing the 12-month period, 
207 were under 5, said at¬ 
torney Lee Gelernt of the 
ACLU, which sued to stop 
family separation. Five 
were under a year old, 26 
were a year old, 40 were 2 
years old, 76 were 3, and 
60 were 4. 

"It is shocking that 1,556 
more families, including 
babies and toddlers, join 
the thousands of others 
already torn apart by this 
inhumane and illegal poli¬ 
cy," said Gelernt. "Families 
have suffered tremendous¬ 
ly, and some may never 
recover." 

The Justice Department 
declined to comment. 

The count is a milestone 
in accounting for families 
who have been touched 
by Trump's widely ma¬ 
ligned effort against illegal 
immigration. The govern¬ 
ment identified 2,814 sepa¬ 
rated children who were 
in government custody on 
June 26, 2018, nearly all of 
whom have been reunit¬ 
ed. 

The U.S. Health and Hu¬ 
man Services Depart¬ 


ment's internal watchdog 
said in January that poten¬ 
tially thousands more had 
been separated since July 
2017, prompting U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Dana Sabraw 
to give the administration 
six months to identify them. 
The ACLU said it received 
the last batch of 1,556 
names one day ahead of 
Friday's deadline. 

The administration has also 
separated 1,090 children 
since the judge ordered a 
halt to the practice in June 
2018 except in limited cir¬ 
cumstances, like threats 
to child safety or doubts 
about whether the adult is 
really the parent. 

The ACLU said the authori¬ 
ties have abused their dis¬ 
cretion by separating fami¬ 


lies over dubious allega¬ 
tions and minor transgres¬ 
sions including traffic of¬ 
fenses. It has asked Sabraw 
to more narrowly define 
circumstances that would 
justify separation, which 
the administration has op¬ 
posed. With Thursday's dis¬ 
closure, the number of chil¬ 
dren separated since July 
2017 reached 5,460. 

The government lacked 
tracking systems when the 
administration formally 
launched a "zero toler¬ 
ance" policy in the spring 
of 2018 to criminally pros¬ 
ecute every adult who en¬ 
tered the country illegally 
from Mexico, sparking an 
international outcry when 
parents couldn't find their 
children. 


Poor tracking before the 
spring of 2018 complicates 
the task of accounting for 
children who were separat¬ 
ed early on. As of Oct. 16, 
the ACLU said, volunteers 
couldn't reach 362 families 
by phone because num¬ 
bers didn't work or the spon¬ 
sor who took custody was 
unable or unwilling to pro¬ 


vide contact information 
for the parent, prompting 
the door-to-door searches 
in Central America. 

Since retreating on family 
separation, the administra¬ 
tion has tried other ways 
to reverse a major surge 
in asylum seekers, many 
of them Central American 
families. □ 
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AP-NORC poll: Most Americans oppose reparations for slavery 



In this April 10, 2019 file photo. Reparations Labor Union founder Anita Belle talks about slave reparations during an interview in 
Detroit. 

Associated Press 


By COREY WILLIAMS and 
NOREEN NASIR 
Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — Few Ameri¬ 
cans are in favor of giving 
reparafions to descen¬ 
dants of enslaved black 
people in the United States, 
a poll shows, even as the 
idea has gained momen¬ 
tum among Democratic 
presidential contenders. 
Only 29% of Americans say 
the government should 
pay cash reparations, ac¬ 
cording to the Associated 
Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research poll. 
But the poll reveals a large 
divide between Americans 
of different racial and eth¬ 
nic backgrounds. 

Most black Americans, 74%, 
favor reparations, com¬ 
pared with 15% of white 
Americans. Among Hispan- 
ics, 44% favor reparations. 
Lori Statzer, 79, of West Palm 
Beach, Florida, opposes 
cash reparations and an 
official government apol¬ 
ogy. "None of the black 
people in America today 
are under the slavery issue," 
said Statzer, who is white. 
"It's over with." 

Using taxpayers' money to 
pay reparations "would be 
unfair to me," she added. 
"My ancestors came to this 
country, worked hard to 
become Americans and 
never asked for anything." 
Poll respondents also were 
sharply divided by race 
on whether the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment should issue an 
apology for slavery: 64% of 
white Americans oppose 
a government apology, 
while 77% of black Ameri¬ 
cans and 64% of Hispanics 
believe an apology is due. 
Overall, 46% of Americans 
favor and 52% oppose a 
national apology. 

Not everyone realizes 
how horrible slavery was 
to black Americans, said 
63-year-old Nathan Jor¬ 
dan, adding that the fed¬ 
eral government should 
apologize for slavery "be¬ 
cause it was wrong." 

While he supports repara¬ 
tions, Jordan, who is black 
and lives in Vienna, Geor¬ 
gia, can't put a dollar fig¬ 
ure on what would be fair. 

"I don't think the govern¬ 
ment could even afford 
that," he said. "I don't know 


what the value would be. 
There are still a lot of (black) 
people trying to catch up. 
I'm not sure if they'll ever 
catch up." 

Alicia Cheek, 56, of Ashe- 
boro. North Carolina, who 
is black, opposes both rep¬ 
arations and a government 
apology, saying white 
people today "can't be li¬ 
able for what their ances¬ 
tors did." She also questions 
how a fair amount could 
be determined. 

The nation is marking 400 
years since the first slave 
ship sailed to what would 
become the United States, 
bringing about 20 slaves to 
the British colony at James¬ 
town, Virginia, in 1619. 

Over the next two cen¬ 
turies, more than 300,000 
men, women and children 
were forcibly brought to 
what is now the U.S. from 
Africa, according to the 
Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 
Database. 

The debate on reparations 
has flared on and off since 
the moment slavery in the 
U.S. officially ended in 1865. 
After the Civil War, Union 
Army Gen. William Tecum- 
seh Sherman promised 
compensation to freed 
slaves in the form of land 
and mules to farm it — 
hence the phrase "40 acres 
and a mule." But President 
Andrew Johnson took 


away the offer. 

More than 120 years later, 
then-Rep. John Conyers, 
a Detroit Democrat, intro¬ 
duced legislation to estab¬ 
lish a commission to devel¬ 
op reparations proposals. 
He reintroduced it in every 
congressional session until 
he resigned in 2017, and it 
was reintroduced last year 
by Rep. Sheila Jackson 
Lee, a Texas Democrat. 
Presidential candidate 
and Democratic Sen. Cory 
Booker of New Jersey filed 
a Senate companion bill 
this year. 

Other Democratic candi¬ 
dates have come out in 
support of reparations or 
at least a commission to 
study it. Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, 
a Republican, has publicly 
opposed the idea of a na¬ 
tional reparations policy. 
Anita Belle, founder of the 
Reparations Labor Union 
in Detroit, says "doing the 
right thing means making 
amends for what a nation 
did wrong." 

Belle said she was encour¬ 
aged to see even a low 
level of support for repara¬ 
tions among white Ameri¬ 
cans. 

"That's still progress," she 
said. An apology for slav¬ 
ery would help the coun¬ 
try move on, said Reuben 
Miller, assistant professor in 


the University of Chicago 
School of Social Service 
Administration. "And by 
moving on, I don't mean 
moving on and forget¬ 
ting," he said. "I mean 
moving on past the atroc¬ 
ity. It would teach a lesson 
about the relationship of 
black Americans with their 
government." The new 
poll finds that about 3 in 10 
Americans think the history 
of slavery still has a great 
deal of influence on black 
Americans. About anoth¬ 
er 3 in 10 think it has a fair 
amount of influence. 


And many see enduring 
disadvantages for black 
Americans in public life. 
About two-thirds of Ameri¬ 
cans think white people 
are treated more fairly 
than black people by po¬ 
lice, and about half see 
advantages for white peo¬ 
ple in applying for jobs or 
shopping in stores. 

"We have to look at right¬ 
ing the wrong with cash to 
the people that were done 
wrong," Belle said. 'To just 
say we aren't going to do 
anything is to just perpetu¬ 
ate the wrong."□ 


Census Bureau: 
Noncitizens can be hired 
for language gaps 

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — A Census Bureau official says 
noncitizens can be hired as workers for the 2020 
Census if they speak a language that's needed for 
the count and a citizen is unavailable to do the job. 
Tim Olson, an associate director, made the 
announcement this week as the agency kicked off a 
recruiting and hiring initiative. 

The bureau hopes to hire as many as 500,000 
temporary workers for next spring's count. 

Olson says appropriations law requires that only U.S. 
citizens be hired, but there's an exception for people 
who fill a language need when there are no U.S. 
citizens available. 

The 2020 Census count will determine how many 
congressional seats each state gets and the 
allocation of hundreds of billions of dollars in federal 
money. □ 
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Firefighters race to control blazes before winds roar back 



Debris from a hilltop home smolders after being burned by the Tick Fire, Thursday, Oct. 25, 2019, 
in Santa Clarita, Calif. 


By STEFANIE DAZIO and BRI¬ 
AN MELLEY 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Howl¬ 
ing winds that fueled de¬ 
structive wildfires across 
California began to die 
down Friday, but residents 
in the northern part of the 
state braced for another 
round of power outages 
aimed at preventing what 
are expected to be the 
strongest gusts in years from 
sparking more blazes this 
weekend. 

Fires have destroyed doz¬ 
ens of buildings in North¬ 
ern California wine country 
and in subdivisions on the 
outskirts of Los Angeles, 
where flames shut down a 
freeway and smoke forced 
schools to close. Officials 
are trying to gain some 
control of the flames as the 
wind tapers off — for now. 
The state was under ex¬ 
treme fire danger like it's 
probably never seen be¬ 
fore, Emergency Services 
Director Mark Ghilarducci 
said. Wildfires are growing 
deadlier and more destruc¬ 
tive amid climate change. 
California's largest util¬ 
ity admitted its electrical 
equipment may have ig¬ 
nited the wildfire amid So¬ 
noma County's vineyards 
despite blackouts imposed 
to prevent blazes. 

Even as Pacific Gas & 
Electric restored power 
to most of the half million 
people without electricity, 
it warned of outages that 
could hit 2 million in north 
and central parts of the 
state from Saturday until 
Monday. 

PG&E resorted to shutoffs 
after equipment malfunc¬ 
tions and trees blowing 


into power lines sparked 
several blazes in recent 
years that killed scores of 
people, burned thousands 
of homes and ran up bil¬ 
lions of dollars in claims that 
drove the utility into bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

The drastic measure has 
been widely criticized for 
poor planning and execu¬ 
tion that has left people in 
the dark even when they 
weren't in areas facing fire 
danger. 

Linda York of San Jose was 
trying to make weekend 
plans with her teenage 
grandson but was getting 
stressed out as she got pep¬ 
pered by text messages 
from PG&E warning about 
the possible blackouts. 
"You're watching the clock, 
and you're waiting for it to 
happen," she said. "It al¬ 
most feels like the apoca¬ 
lypse is coming." 

The fire near the Northern 
California town of Gey- 
serville burned at least 49 
buildings and 34 square 
miles (65 square kilome¬ 
ters), prompting evacua¬ 
tion orders for some 2,000 
people. 

"I just visited a number of 
structures that were de¬ 
stroyed," Gov. Gavin New¬ 
som said at a news confer¬ 
ence. "Familiar sights to all 
of us, devastating sights to 
those impacted lives liter¬ 
ally torn asunder." 
Firefighters were hoping to 
take advantage of a lull 
in gusts to build a perim¬ 
eter around the fire near 
Geyserville, but Fire Chief 
Thom Porter worried winds 
resurfacing Saturday night 
would make it difficult to 
hold those lines. 

"We're working diligently 


on closing the doors that 
are open on this fire," Porter 
said. 

Meanwhile, a fire driven by 
hot, dry Santa Ana winds 
howling up to 50 mph (80 
kph) threatened the sub¬ 
urb of Santa Clarita north 
of Los Angeles and forced 
the evacuation of 50,000 
people. 

The cause of the fire was 
unknown, but Southern 
California Edison said it had 
cut off power to the area 
five hours before it broke 
out Thursday. 

At least six homes were de¬ 
stroyed, and officials said 
the number was expected 
to rise as they took a more 
thorough look. No immedi¬ 
ate injuries were reported. 
Sean Malin, 27, evacuated 
from Santa Clarita with his 
mother and their two dogs 
after police officers drove 
down their street and told 


them to leave. "It's a huge 
inconvenience," he said. 
"On the other hand, I know 
that the worst thing we 
could possibly do is get in 
the way of a firefight that 
needs to happen." 

Some residents tried to fight 
the blaze with garden hos¬ 
es. People rushed to rescue 
dozens of horses, donkeys, 
goats, a pig and an emu. 
Officials said a firefighting 
helicopter was grounded 
after its windshield was 
damaged by a collision 
with a bird. 

The fire jumped a highway 
and roared through dry 
grass and chaparral as it 
grew to nearly 7 square 
miles (18 square kilometers). 
High winds were expected 
to taper off by Friday eve¬ 
ning. Despite the break. 
Southern California Edison, 
which shut off electricity to 
more than 31,000 custom- 


Associated Press 

ers Thursday, was consider¬ 
ing additional power cuts 
to 132,000. 

The huge Los Angeles 
school district closed all 
its schools in the San Fer¬ 
nando Valley, citing poor 
air quality and other safety 
concerns. 

While the high winds in 
Northern California had 
died down by Friday, they 
were expected to pick up 
over the weekend, with 
gusts of 40 to 60 mph (64 to 
97 kph) in many places. 

The dangerous conditions 
led PG&E to warn it may 
black out an even larger 
region, on par with the 
nearly 2 million people who 
lost electricity earlier this 
month. 

PG&E chief meteorologist 
Scott Strenfel said Northern 
California could be in for 
the strongest offshore winds 
in years. □ 
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4th suspect arrested as UK truck deaths case probe deepens 



Demonstrators hold a banner during a vigil for the 39 lorry victims, outside the Home Office in 
London, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019. 


By DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — A fourth 
person was arrested in con¬ 
nection with the deaths 
of 39 people found in the 
back of a container truck in 
southeastern England, Brit¬ 
ish police said Friday as the 
investigation into one of 
the country's worst human 
smuggling cases geared 
up. 

Police said a 48-year-old 
man from Northern Ireland 
was arrested Friday at Eng¬ 
land's Stansted Airport on 
suspicion of manslaughter 
and conspiracy to traffic 
people. The arrest came 
after police arrested a man 
and a woman, both 38 and 
from northwestern England, 
earlier Friday on the same 
charges. The 25-year-old 
driver of the truck remains 
in custody on suspicion of 
murder. 

Essex Police said 31 men 
and eight women were 
found dead in the truck 
early Wednesday at an 
industrial park in Grays, a 
town 25 miles (40 kilome¬ 
ters) east of London. Al¬ 
though U.K. police said 
they believed the dead 
were Chinese citizens, they 
acknowledged Friday this 
was a "developing picture." 
China said it could not yet 
confirm the victims' nation¬ 
alities or identities. 

The Vietnamese Embassy 
in London said Friday that 
it contacted police about 


a missing woman feared 
to be one of the dead. An 
embassy spokesman said it 
was contacted by a family 
in Vietnam who says their 
daughter had been missing 
since the truck was found. 
The BBC reported it had 
been in contact with six 
Vietnamese families who 
feared their relatives are 
among the victims. Rela¬ 
tives of 26-year-old Pham 
Tra My told the broadcast¬ 
er they had been unable to 
contact her since receiving 
a text Tuesday night saying 
she was suffocating. 

"I'm so sorry mom and dad.... 
My journey abroad doesn't 
succeed," she wrote. "Mom, 
I love you and dad very 
much. I'm dying because 


I can't breathe .... Mom, 
I'm so sorry." Chinese For¬ 
eign Ministry spokeswoman 
Hua Chunying said China 
was working in coopera¬ 
tion with local authorities. 
"No matter where these 
victims come from, this is a 
great tragedy which drew 
the attention of the inter¬ 
national community to the 
issue of illegal immigration," 
she said. "The international 
community should further 
strengthen cooperation in 
this area, strengthen shar¬ 
ing of information and intel¬ 
ligence ... to prevent such 
tragedies from happening 
again." Hua said Chinese 
authorities were also seek¬ 
ing information from police 
in Belgium, since the ship- 
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ping container in which 
the bodies were found was 
sent to England from the 
Belgian port of Zeebrugge. 
Human smuggling from 
China is believed to have 
fallen drastically in recent 
years amid the country's 
rapidly growing domestic 
economy. However, some 
Chinese, particularly those 
with lesser education, con¬ 
tinue to be drawn to Eu¬ 
rope and North America by 
the promise of much higher 
wages than they can earn 
at home, despite the con¬ 
siderable risks involved. 
Parts of China, especially 
the southeastern province 
of Fujian, have long his¬ 
tories of sending migrants 
abroad. The issue is a dif¬ 


ficult one for China's ruling 
Communist Party, which is 
intensely sensitive about 
China's international im¬ 
age and has staked much 
of its legitimacy to rule on 
improving living standards 
for the bulk of China's 1.4 
billion people. 

In an editorial Friday, the 
party newspaper Glob¬ 
al Times said authorities 
in Britain and elsewhere 
hadn't done enough to 
crack down on people 
smuggling. "Such a serious 
humanitarian disaster oc¬ 
curred under the eyes of 
the British and Europeans," 
the newspaper said. "Britain 
and the related European 
countries have not met 
their responsibility for pro¬ 
tecting these people from 
dying in such a manner." 
British police believe the 
truck and container took 
separate journeys before 
ending up at the industrial 
park. They say the con¬ 
tainer traveled by ferry 
from Zeebrugge to Purfleet, 
England, where it arrived 
early Wednesday and was 
picked up by the truck 
driver and driven the few 
miles to Grays. The truck 
cab, which is registered 
in Bulgaria to a company 
owned by an Irish woman, 
is believed to have trav¬ 
eled from Northern Ireland 
to Dublin, where it caught 
a ferry to Wales, then drove 
across Britain to pick up the 
container. a 


Rescue ship Ocean Viking stuck at sea with 104 migrants 



The Ocean Viking rescue ship enters in the commercial port of 
Taranto in Taranto, southern Italy, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — The humani¬ 
tarian rescue ship Ocean 
Viking remained stuck at 
sea Friday with 104 migrants 
on board, a week after res¬ 
cuing them off Libya de¬ 
spite an EU plan designed 
to resolve such cases. 
French charities SOS Medi- 
terranee and Doctors with¬ 
out Borders, which oper¬ 
ate the ship, say they have 
requested permission to 
land in either Italy or Mal¬ 
ta. But SOS Mediterranee 
said there has been no re¬ 
sponse so far. 

The Ocean Viking was pre¬ 
viously offered Libya as a 
place of safety, but refused 


to land there. SOS Mediter¬ 
ranee said that "no port in 
Libya can be considered 
safe according to interna¬ 
tional law." 

Only seven EU countries 


have agreed to participate 
in a "fast-track" plan, which 
would screen migrants, re¬ 
locate asylum-seekers and 
return those who don't ap¬ 
ply or qualify within four 


weeks. Seven humanitar¬ 
ian groups met on Friday 
with Italy's interior minister, 
Luciana Lamorgese, press¬ 
ing their case for organized 
rescues that put the prima¬ 
ry responsibility on national 
governments. 

The groups said that a sys¬ 
tem needed to be put in 
place that "is capable of 
guaranteeing respect for 
life and human rights, con¬ 
taining death and suffer¬ 
ing." They urged an end 
to interceptions of migrant 
ships by the Libyan coast 
guard, which they called 
a violation of international 
law since Libya is not re¬ 
garded as a safe port by 
the EU or the United Na¬ 


tions. And they called on 
Europe to agree to disem¬ 
bark migrants in the near¬ 
est port, "avoiding days of 
waiting in physically and 
psychologically vulnerable 
conditions, as is happen¬ 
ing today for the Ocean 
Viking." 

The groups participating in 
the meeting were Doctors 
without Borders, Mediter- 
ranea. Open Arms, Pilotes 
Volontaires, Sea Eye, Sea 
Watch and SOS Meditter- 
ranee. 

Lamorgese's office called 
the meeting "a first step 
towards launching an ex¬ 
change between the par¬ 
ties," the news agency 
ANSA reported.^ 
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Chaos in South Africa opposition party as black leader quits 


By MOGOMOTSI MAGOME 
ANDREW MELDRUM 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

The effort by South Africa's 
biggest opposition party to 
appeal to black voters is in 
tatters following the resig¬ 
nation of its first black lead¬ 
er and other top officials, 
highlighting deep racial 
divisions that remain in the 
country a quarter-century 
after the end of the harsh 
system of apartheid. 

Mmusi Maimane quit the 
Democratic Alliance on 
Thursday after stepping 
down as party leader the 
day before, leaving many 
South Africans to pre¬ 
dict that black supporters 
would flee as well. 


Maimane and other offi¬ 
cials resigned just days af¬ 
ter the return of Helen Zille, 
a divisive figure who once 
famously tweeted that co¬ 
lonialism wasn't all bad, 
pointing to industrial devel¬ 
opment and educational 
advances under colonial 
rule. That 2017 tweet is still 
hotly criticized today. 

Zille's new role as national 
chair has been interpreted 
by many as the return of 
the DA to its "rightful own¬ 
ers," South Africa's white mi¬ 
nority. 

"Despite my best efforts, 
perhaps the DA is not the 
best vehicle to take forward 
the fight for one South Af¬ 
rica for all," Maimane said, 
following the party exit of 


Pledges for global climate 
fund reach $9.8 billion 


Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Governments 
across the world have 
pledged $9.8 billion to help 
poor nations tackle climate 
change at a conference 
the United States did not 
take part in, the fund co¬ 
ordinating support said Fri¬ 
day. 

Yannick Glemarec, the 
executive director of the 
Green Climate Fund, said 
27 countries announced 
contributions by the end of 
the two-day conference in 
Paris. 

The United States did not 
make any pledge, as U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
has decided to stop pay¬ 
ing into the fund. 

"We will most likely be able 
to find additional resourc¬ 
es" before the United Na¬ 
tions' annual climate con¬ 
ference, which will be held 
in December in Santiago, 
Chile, Glemarec said. 

He said the extra money 
will increase the fund's ca¬ 
pacity from about $1.4 bil¬ 
lion per year now to $2.4 


billion per year in the pe¬ 
riod from 2020 to 2024. 
French finance minister Bru¬ 
no Le Maire, speaking ear¬ 
lier Friday, praised "a great 
success" that he attributed 
largely to European coun¬ 
tries, noting that almost half 
of the amount is being pro¬ 
vided by France, Germany 
and Britain alone. 

"Many countries will dou¬ 
ble their contributions," Le 
Maire said. 

The South Korea-based 
fund, which provides 
money to help develop¬ 
ing countries reduce their 
emissions and cope with 
the impacts of climate 
change, says it has nearly 
exhausted some $7 billion 
received following an initial 
funding round five years 
ago. 

Trump’s decision to with¬ 
hold $2 billion of the $3 
billion pledged by his pre¬ 
decessor, Barack Obama, 
has contributed to a short¬ 
fall at the fund that other 
countries have struggled to 
fillQ 



In this May 4, 2019 file photo Democratic Alliance (DA) leader Mmusi Maimane addressees 
supporters at an election rally in Soweto, South Africa. 

Associated Press 


another prominent black 
DA figure, Johannesburg 
mayor Herman Mashaba, 
earlier this week. 

Both were criticized in an 
internal report for the par¬ 
ty's lackluster performance 
in the national elections in 
May. Support for the DA 
slipped to 20% of votes 
from 22% in the previous 
elections. The DA lost sup¬ 
port from some of its more 
conservative white voters, 
who opted instead for the 
right-wing Afrikaner party 
Freedom Front Plus. 

The internal report was criti¬ 
cal of Maimane's leader¬ 
ship and blamed him for 
the drop in white support. 
"The relentless focus of win¬ 
ning over black support¬ 
ers was understandable, 
but taking existing voters 
for granted was always a 
mistake," it said. "It is strik¬ 
ing that over a period of 
many years, the DA failed 
to heed a number of warn¬ 
ings that it was alienating 
sections of the white Afri¬ 
kaans electorate." 

Although Zille, a former 
anti-apartheid journalist, 
stepped aside in 2015 to al¬ 
low Maimane to lead the 
party, she has been re-as¬ 


serting herself and is widely 
viewed to have been be¬ 
hind the criticism of him. 
Maimane's election as the 
party's first black leader 
was significant, and the 
DA gained ground in black 
communities despite its his¬ 
tory. It was formed in 2000 
as a result of a merger be¬ 
tween the former liberal, 
white Democratic Party 
and the New National Par¬ 
ty, a re-branded offshoot 
of the National Party which 
implemented the old seg¬ 
regation policy of apart¬ 
heid. 

Under Maimane the DA 
won control of key urban 
areas in 2016 and party 
members became mayors 
in Johannesburg, Pretoria 
and elsewhere. 

For the first time an oppo¬ 
sition party was posing a 
growing threat to the Af¬ 
rican National Congress, 
the former liberation move¬ 
ment that has ruled South 
Africa since the end of 
apartheid and won elec¬ 
tions by comfortable mar¬ 
gins, confident of the sup¬ 
port of black voters. 

The DA attracted other 
black politicians including 
Lindiwe Mazibuko, who 


became the party's parlia¬ 
mentary leader, and Patri¬ 
cia de Lille, who became 
mayor of the DA-governed 
city of Cape Town. Both 
later resigned, reportedly 
after clashing with Zille. De 
Lille has gone on to found 
her own party. 

Now the DA will find it hard 
to attract the support of 
black South Africans and 
avoid the resignations of 
other black leaders, said 
Ralph Mathekga, a politi¬ 
cal analyst and research¬ 
er at the University of the 
Western Cape. 

Maimane and Mashaba 
may well decide to start 
their own political party, 
Mathekga said. 'They are 
credible leaders and some 
people feel they have been 
failed by the DA. There is 
certainly room for them to 
explore that space." 

They might even be court¬ 
ed by the South African op¬ 
position party that gained 
ground in this year's elec¬ 
tion, the populist Econom¬ 
ic Freedom Fighters, who 
have won support among 
people fed up with the 
country's high unemploy¬ 
ment and dramatic eco¬ 
nomic inequality. □ 
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Lebanon Hezbollah warns protests could lead to chaos, war 



Anti-government protesters and Hezbollah supporters clash during a protest in Beirut, Lebanon, 
Friday, Oct. 25, 2019. 


By SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — The leader of 
Lebanon's Hezbollah group 
said Friday that nationwide 
protests against the coun¬ 
try's political class have 
been exploited by foreign 
powers and were no longer 
spontaneous, warning they 
could drag the country to¬ 
ward civil war. 

Hassan Nasrallah's com¬ 
ments came shortly after 
his supporters clashed with 
anti-government protesters 
in central Beirut. His support¬ 
ers rejected the protest¬ 
ers equating the powerful 
group's leader with other 
corrupt politicians they 
want to see step down. A 
popular refrain in the rallies, 
now in their ninth day, has 
been: "All means all." 

The unprecedented na¬ 
tionwide protests that be¬ 
gan Oct. 17 were triggered 
by proposed new taxes, 
including on the use of the 
WhatsApp mobile appli¬ 
cation. They came on the 
heels of an austerity budget 
that cut public spending, 
pensions and employee 
benefits to tackle a deep¬ 
ening economic crisis. 
Protesters took to the streets 


By TAMEEM AKHGAR 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— A Taliban suicide attack 
on Friday targeted a con¬ 
voy carrying officials from 
Afghanistan's intelligence 
service, killing five people 
including a child in east¬ 
ern Nangarhar province, 
the provincial governor's 
spokesman said. 

The Taliban claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the explosion 
in the center of the provin¬ 
cial capital Jalalabad. The 
powerful blast wounded 21 
people, including six secu¬ 
rity personnel, said Attaul- 
lah Khogyani. Hours later, a 
second explosion targeted 
a checkpoint at the con¬ 
gested entrance to Jalal¬ 
abad killing two security 
personnel. Six people were 
wounded, said Khogyani. 
The explosion happened 
near a bus stand crowded 
with people heading t the 


in the capital Beirut and 
in cities in the north and 
south in some of the largest 
protests in nearly 15 years. 
The rallies have brought to¬ 
gether Lebanese from all 
groups and sects against 
politicians who have been 
in power since the coun¬ 
try's civil war ended in 1990, 
some even before. 

On Friday, Nasrallah said 
the protests are no longer 


capital of Kabul. 

The attacks are the latest in 
near daily attacks carried 
out by insurgents. Nangar¬ 
har has become increas¬ 
ingly violent in recent years 
as both the Taliban and an 
Islamic State group affiliate 
are active there. 

Last week, more than 60 
people were killed in a bru¬ 
tal attack on a mosque in 
the province, and more 


popular or spontaneous. 
He said the rallies have 
been exploited by politi¬ 
cal rivals as well as regional 
and international powers 
that oppose Hezbollah. He 
did not elaborate on the 
allegations of foreign inter¬ 
ference but said his group 
has information of such col¬ 
lusion. 

"It is no longer a popular 
movement, protests about 


than 100 were wounded. 
No one claimed responsi¬ 
bility for that attack, and 
the Taliban condemned it, 
denying involvement. 

The United Nations has 
condemned the growing 
number of civilian casual¬ 
ties, with more than 8,000 
killed and wounded so far 
this year. The U.N. called on 
all sides in the conflict to 
protect civilians. □ 


Associated Press 

health and the environ¬ 
ment and hunger and re¬ 
cession," he said in an hour- 
long televised speech. 
Iran-backed Hezbollah is 
facing widening U.S. sanc¬ 
tions amid tension between 
Washington and Tehran. 
The militant group domi¬ 
nates the current govern¬ 
ment and is the country's 
most powerful organiza¬ 
tion, building its credibility 
on its resistance to Israel's 
occupation of parts of Leb¬ 
anon. 

Nasrallah evoked the spec¬ 
ter of new civil war like the 
one that ended in 1990. 
"We are not worried about 
the resistance," he said. 
"We are worried for the 
country that someone is 
trying to pull it ... toward a 
civil war." 

Nasrallah called on sup¬ 
porters to leave the pro¬ 
tests to avoid friction. Just 
before he spoke, scuffles 
had broken out in the epi¬ 
center of the protests in 
central Beirut, when Hez¬ 
bollah supporters entered 
the area and chanted in 
support of Nasrallah. 
"Nasrallah is more honor¬ 
able than all of them," 
the pro-Hezbollah protest¬ 
ers, dressed in black shirts, 
chanted. Riot police tried 
to break up the fight, en¬ 
circling the Hezbollah sup¬ 
porters who had used ba¬ 
tons to push back against 
the anti-government pro¬ 
testers. 

As soon as Nasrallah fin¬ 


ished his speech, dozens 
of Hezbollah supporters left 
the square while chanting 
in support of the group. An¬ 
other brief scuffle broke out 
and the riot police again 
interfered. Meanwhile, 
hundreds of Hezbollah pro¬ 
testers rallied in the group's 
stronghold in south Beirut, 
raising the group's yellow 
flag on their motorcycles. 
The army and special forc¬ 
es deployed along the 
road outside Hezbollah's 
stronghold, known as Dahi- 
yeh, apparently to prevent 
renewed friction. Members 
of Hezbollah also deployed 
on entrance and exits to 
Dahiyeh, in a clear move 
to block supporters from 
heading to central Beirut. 
Nasrallah said it is time for 
the protesters to find rep¬ 
resentatives to negotiate 
with the government over 
their original demands for 
better living conditions and 
accountability for senior of¬ 
ficials. He called on protest¬ 
ers to stop blocking roads 
as part of their civil disobe¬ 
dience campaign. 

Despite government prom¬ 
ises of reforms, the protest¬ 
ers have dug in, saying the 
country’s incumbent offi¬ 
cials are corrupt and must 
go. They have set up tents, 
blocking traffic in main 
thoroughfares and sleep¬ 
ing in public squares on 
Friday to enforce a civil dis¬ 
obedience campaign and 
keep pressure on the gov¬ 
ernment to step down. 

"We will accept nothing less 
than the resignation of the 
government, the president, 
dissolving the parliament 
and holding early parlia¬ 
mentarian elections," said 
Mohammad Mazloum, an 
engineer who has been 
protesting since the pro¬ 
tests began. 

Banks, universities and 
schools remained closed 
Friday. On the highway 
linking eastern and west¬ 
ern Beirut, protesters al¬ 
lowed only ambulances 
and army vehicles through. 
Protesters waved banners 
that read: "You have put 
up with the state, bear with 
us for a couple of days," to 
motorists who arrived at a 
blocked road linking east¬ 
ern Beirut to its southern 
suburbs. □ 


2 bombs in eastern Afghanistan kill 7, 
including a child 



An Afghan security personnel arrive at the site of suicide attack 
in Jalalabad east of Kabul Afghanistan, Friday, Oct. 25, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Japan trade minister resigns over vote buying scandal 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s 
trade minister resigned Fri¬ 
day a month into his job 
in a scandal over condo¬ 
lence money, expensive 
melons and other gifts al¬ 
legedly offered to election 
supporters. 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
was quick to remove Isshu 
Sugawara to limit the po¬ 
tential damage to his Cabi¬ 
net. He accepted the of¬ 
fer to resign and replaced 
Sugawara with Hiroshi Kaji- 
yama, formerly the minister 
in charge of local revitaliza¬ 
tion and regulatory reform. 
"I bear responsibility for his 
appointment and I apolo¬ 
gize to the people for caus¬ 
ing a situation like this," 
Abe told reporters. But he 
said he had to move on 
because "not even a sec¬ 
ond of standstill or delay is 
allowed" in the important 
policy area. Sugawara, 57, 
tendered his resignation 
just before he was to face 
questions from opposition 
lawmakers about the vote 
buying allegations later Fri¬ 
day, a day after more tab¬ 
loid reports about his scan¬ 
dal came out. 



Japanese Trade Minister Isshu Sugawara speaks after a cabinet meeting at parliament in Tokyo 
Friday, Oct. 25, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Sugawara said he did not 
want to hold up important 
discussions in Parliament. 
The scheduled committee 
meeting Friday was can¬ 
celed. 

His resignation comes just 
weeks after Abe added 
him to the Cabinet in a re¬ 
shuffling prompted by the 
July election, in which his 
ruling coalition secured a 


comfortable majority. 
Sugawara has been grilled 
in Parliament recently after 
a magazine reported ear¬ 
lier that he had paid con¬ 
dolence money and sent 
expensive melons, crab 
and other gifts to his elec¬ 
tion district supporters in 
2006-2007. Such payments 
are considered donations 
that are against Japanese 


elections law. Another 
magazine article Thursday 
provided more details of 
alleged giveaways in his 
election district of Nerima 
in Tokyo, which apparently 
triggered his decision to of¬ 
fer his resignation. 
Opposition lawmakers said 
they will not let him off the 
hook without explanation. 
"He had to step down be¬ 


cause he cannot provide a 
clear explanation. Now he 
is even more suspect," said 
Tetsuro Fukuyama, secre¬ 
tary general of the opposi¬ 
tion Constitutional Demo¬ 
cratic Party of Japan. An¬ 
other opposition lawmaker, 
Yuichiro Tamaki, head of 
the Democratic Party of 
the People, also demand¬ 
ed Sugawara's account¬ 
ability. 

"It's about his alleged viola¬ 
tion of the law. He cannot 
just get away with quitting 
the Cabinet," Tamaki said. 
Sugawara denied paying 
cash to voters but has flip- 
flopped on other details 
when asked about the gifts 
delivered to his supporters 
in the Nerima district. 

The "Weekly Bunshun" 
magazine wrote Thursday 
that one of his aides at¬ 
tended a funeral of a sup¬ 
porters' family last week, 
with a photo showing the 
man purportedly leaving 
condolence money at the 
reception desk. Sugawara 
routinely had his aides de¬ 
liver condolence money 
whenever there is a funeral 
for supporters' relatives, the 
magazine said, quoting an 
unidentified supporterO 


N. Korea proposes talks on destroying $. Korean facilities 


/ n<-n. 



In this undated photo provided on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019, 
by the North Korean government. North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un, center, visits the Diamond Mountain resort in Kumgang, 
North Korea. 


By KIM TONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— South Korea said Friday 
that North Korea formally 
proposed discussions over 
the possible demolition of 
South Korean-made ho¬ 
tels and other tourist facili¬ 
ties at the North's Diamond 
Mountain resort, which 
leader Kim Jong Un called 
"shabby" and "unpleasant- 
looking." 

Kim's comments published 
by the North's state me¬ 
dia on Wednesday came 
after months of frustration 
in Pyongyang over the 
South's refusal to defy in¬ 
ternational sanctions and 
resume South Korean tours 
at the site. 

Seoul's Unification Ministry 
said Friday it received a let¬ 
ter from the North propos¬ 
ing discussions on the issue 
through exchanges of doc¬ 
uments. 

The ministry said in a state¬ 


ment that the Seoul gov¬ 
ernment would actively 
deal with the issue "under 
the principle that protect¬ 
ing our people's property 
rights is the top priority." 
It's unclear what the South 
can do if the North starts 
destroying the facilities. 
Tours to Diamond Moun¬ 
tain were a major symbol 
of cooperation between 
the Koreas and valuable 
cash source for the North's 
broken economy before 
the South suspended them 
in 2008 after a North Kore¬ 
an guard shot and killed a 
South Korean tourist. 

During a visit to the site, 
Kim compared the South 
Korean properties at Dia¬ 
mond Mountain to "make¬ 
shift tents in disaster-strick¬ 
en areas or isolation wards" 
and ordered them to be 
replaced by modern North 
Korean facilities that dis¬ 
play more national char¬ 
acter and fit better with the 


natural scenery. He criti¬ 
cized North Korea's policies 
under his late father as too 
dependent on the South 
while vowing that the North 
would redevelop the site 
on its own and fully control 
future tours, according to 
Pyongyang's official Kore¬ 
an Central News Agency. 
Kim took another jab at 
Diamond Mountain's South 
Korean buildings while in¬ 
specting the construction 
of a new spa resort in cen¬ 
tral North Korea, the KCNA 
said Friday. Kim said the "re¬ 
freshing" buildings of Yang- 
dok County Hot Spring Re¬ 
sort were in striking contrast 
to Diamond Mountain's 
"architecture of capitalist 
businesses targeting profit¬ 
making from roughly built 
buildings." Experts are di¬ 
vided over whether the 
North really intends to inde¬ 
pendently develop tourism 
for Diamond Mountain or is 
pressuring the South to re¬ 


start the tours and upgrade 
aging facilities. 

Some say the North during 
the discussions will demand 
that the South use its own 
resources to tear down its 
facilities. Others say North 
Korea would struggle to 
develop the area on its 
own under heavy sanc¬ 
tions. Any tours to Diamond 


Associated Press 

Mountain, located on the 
eastern coast near the in¬ 
ter-Korean border, would 
be dependent on South Ko¬ 
rean travelers as the North's 
poor transport links make 
it difficult to bring Chinese 
tourists there, said Lim Soo- 
ho, an analyst from South 
Korea's Institute for National 
Security Strategy.Q 
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Argentina's Peronists seek return in polarized election 



Supporters of Argentine President Mauricio Maori, who is running for reelection with the "Juntos 
Por el Cambio" party, attend his campaign rally in Cordoba, Argentina, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ALMUDENA CALATRAVA 
DEBORA REY 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Frustration over 
a bruising economic cri¬ 
sis and rising poverty has 
eroded support for Argen¬ 
tina's pro-business incum¬ 
bent ahead of Sunday's 
presidential election and 
boosted a populist chal¬ 
lenger whose victory would 
mark a tilt to the center-left 
in a region rocked by politi¬ 
cal upheaval. 

Polls have President Mau¬ 
ricio Macri trailing Peronist 
party candidate Alberto 
Fernandez, whose surge 
has rattled financial mar¬ 
kets and drawn attention 
to a possible return to high 
office of his vice presiden¬ 
tial running mate - former 
President Cristina Fernan¬ 
dez. 

Macri took office in 2015 
promising to root out cor¬ 
ruption and eliminate pov¬ 
erty but is now seeking a 
second term amid increas¬ 
ing poverty, a sharp depre¬ 
ciation of Argentina's peso 
and one of the world's 
worst inflation rates. 

He is shouldering most of 
the blame from voters for 
the economic woes and 
they made their frustration 
clear in primaries in August, 
when Macri's share of the 
votes cast trailed Fernan¬ 
dez by a nearly 16-per¬ 
centage point margin. 
Argentina's unique party 
primaries - in which all vot¬ 
ers cast ballots - are seen 
as a barometer of support 
for candidates ahead of its 
presidential election. 

The surprisingly poor perfor¬ 
mance by Macri caused 
stocks to plunge and the 
peso depreciated even 
more on the possibility of a 
return to the interventionist 
economic policies of Cris¬ 
tina Fernandez, who gov¬ 
erned Argentina from 2007 
to 2015. Alberto Fernandez 
was her chief of staff early 
in her first term. The two are 
not related. 

In a recent interview with 
The Associated Press, Al¬ 
berto Fernandez dismissed 
concerns by investors and 
some Argentines that he 
would be unduly influ¬ 
enced by his former boss. 

"I don't see a conflict there," 


he said. "Argentina's prob¬ 
lem is not Cristina. It’s what 
Macri has left behind." 
Virtually all recent polls 
have given Fernandez 
more than 50% support, 
which would give him a first 
round victory without a run¬ 
off vote. 

A win by the Fernandez 
ticket would mark a shift 
leftward in South America, 
which has seen conserva¬ 
tive governments elected 
in Brazil, Colombia and 
Chile in recent years. Cris¬ 
tina Fernandez was seen 
as a member of the "pink 
tide" of leftist governments 
that arose in the region in 
the 1990s and 2000s. Now 
the region is being rocked 
by unrest in Chile, Bolivia, 
Peru and Ecuador fueled 
by popular discontent with 
the status quo. 

Macri is credited with re¬ 
turning Argentina to global 
credit markets for the first 
time since its worst eco¬ 
nomic crisis in 2001-2002. 
Mariel Fornoni, director 
of the consultancy Man¬ 
agement & Fit, said the 
president also has opened 
new markets for Argentina 
around the world, strength¬ 
ened its institutions and im¬ 
proved security. 

But his main failure has 
been the economy, For¬ 
noni said. 

The World Bank forecasts 
that Argentina's economy 
will contract 3.1% this year. 
More than a third of the 
country is poor, unemploy¬ 
ment is at 10.6%, and infla¬ 


tion is expected to hit 55% 
this year. 

"Poverty has become a big 
problem," Alberto Fernan¬ 
dez said. He promised to 
rebuild the economy by 


By DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Puerto Rico on Thursday 
unveiled details of a $20 bil¬ 
lion plan to strengthen and 
modernize the U.S. territo¬ 
ry's shaky power grid more 
than two years after Hur¬ 
ricane Maria as islanders 
brace for a looming rate 
hike amid a recession. 

The 10-year plan aims to 
bury power lines, increase 
the use of natural gas and 
create a transmission and 
distribution system that will 
withstand winds of at least 


pursuing "a policy of agree¬ 
ments" among different 
economic and social sec¬ 
tors. 

Argentina's economy im¬ 
proved slightly in 2017. Then 


Associated Press 

160 mph instead of 145 
mph. "I know there's great 
concern," Puerto Rico Gov. 
Wanda Vazquez said of 
recurrent power outages 
and flimsy repairs made af¬ 
ter the Category 4 storm hit 
in September 2017, leaving 
some communities without 
power for 328 days. "Giv¬ 
en the condition it's in, we 
cannot renovate it in two 
or three years." 

At least 60% of the estimat¬ 
ed $20 billion will be used 
for transmission and distri¬ 
bution repairs, officials said. 
They expect federal funds 


a severe drought dam¬ 
aged crops in the country, 
which is one of the world's 
top suppliers of grains. The 
economy suffered another 
blow when the trade war 
between the United States 
and China led investors to 
pull back from emerging 
markets like Argentina. 
Faced with a weakening 
peso, Macri was forced to 
seek a record $56 billion 
bailout loan from the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund. 
The unpopular move 
brought back bad mem¬ 
ories for Argentines who 
blame the IMF for encour¬ 
aging policies that led to 
the country's economic 
crisis nearly two decades 
ago. 

On the campaign trail, 
Macri has pleaded for 
more time to reverse for¬ 
tunes and reminds voters of 
the corruption cases facing 
Cristina Fernandez, who has 
denied any wrongdoingO 


will cover at least $13 billion 
of the overall cost. 

By year's end, the govern¬ 
ment expects to choose 
the company that will take 
over the transmission and 
distribution of Puerto Rico's 
Electric Power Authority, 
which is some $9 billion in 
debt. The new owner will 
be responsible for imple¬ 
menting the plan, which 
also calls for the creation of 
eight micro grids capable 
of operating independent¬ 
ly if a storm knocked one 
out. 

That project, along with 
certain others, will take up 
to a decade to complete. 
"We're not where we would 
like to be," said Ottmar 
Chavez, director of Puerto 
Rico's Central Office for 
Reconstruction, Recovery 
and Resiliency. 

Details of the plan were re¬ 
leased the same week that 
Puerto Rico's Electric Power 
Company said a regula¬ 
tory agency ordered a rate 
hike increase that goes into 
effect Nov. 1. The increase 
depends on consumption 
and could range from 64 
cents to nearly $2 extra a 
month until mid-2020O 


Puerto Rico prepares to bolster power grid 
battered by Maria 



In this Oct. 15,2017 file photo, Whitefish Energy Holdings workers 
stand on towers to restore lines damaged by Hurricane Maria in 
Barceloneta, Puerto Rico. 
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ORANJESTAD — After months of preparation and renovation, we are ready to wel¬ 
come you to a brand new casino where ‘Island meets modern Dutch’; Wind Creek 
Seaport Casino. The Grand Opening takes place today starting at 10AM with 
12-hours of nonstop fun, music, food, drinks and §20.000 in cash prizes! 

Grand Opening 

You are cordially invited to the Grand Opening of Wind Creek Seaport Casino today 
starting at 10AM. The opening starts with a local brassband presentation to kick off 
the big celebration by dancing on this contagious Caribbean rhythm followed by a 
traditional folkloric dance of the Poarch Band of Creek Indians from Alabama rep¬ 
resenting the blessing for a new beginning. After the official opening ceremony, the 
celebration continues with 12-hours of nonstop fun, music, food, drinks and $20,000 
in cash prizes! 

Nonstop Celebration! 

Be part of our big celebration with free play and drawings held every hour from 
10AM till 6:30PM. You'll receive one entry ticket for every 75 base-points earned at 
both Wind Creek Crystal Casino and Wind Creek Seaport Casino from 7AM on Mon¬ 
day, October 21st through 6PM on Saturday, October 26th. On Saturday starting at 
2PM, all the fun moves to Wind Creek Seaport Casino, where you’ll earn double the 
entries for the grand prize cash giveaway. Drawings begin at 7PM with prizes every 
hour and at 10PM we ring the bell and conclude this celebration where one lucky 
player will be walking away with $10.000 cash! 

We start the celebration at 11 AM with special musical performance by Bambu Band 
till 2PM. After Bambu Band we take you to the Caribbean with some steelpan tunes 
and give you the chance to explore and discover the new Wind Creek Seaport Ca¬ 
sino with the latest in new gaming machines and technology, table gaming, lights 
effects and much more. Starting at 8PM at the side stage of the Renaissance Mar¬ 
ketplace, NFuzion Band will be performing live till 11PM. 

More chances to win 

To make this grand opening even more special, we’re giving you extra chances to 
earn more entries so that you can walk away with the grand prize of $10,000 cash. 
With every $50 spent on Saturday at Renaissance Mall, Renaissance Marketplace, 
L.G. Smith’s Steak & Chop House, Aquarius, Okeanos Spa or Fresco, you hando¬ 
ver your receipt at player services, become a Wind Creek Casino Member with a 
chance to win the grand prize. Entry ticket is valid for every drawing on the hour 
starting at 7PM. Last call for enries is at 9:30PM. In order to qualify and participate in 
the drawing, you must be present and be actively signed in into your rewards ac¬ 
count. 

Join us today and be part of this Grand Opening of Wind Creek Seaport Casino. 
Don’t forget to visit the ‘Player Services’ of Wind Creek Casinos Aruba to sign up and 
receive your free rewards card and start earning points. Wind Creek Crystal Casino 
is open 24-hours and Wind Creek Seaport Casino opens at 10AM thru 4AM. For more 
information, please visit our Facebook page www.facebook.com/CrystalSeaport- 
Casino orwww.WindCreekAruba.com. 



About Wind Creek Hospitality 

Wind Creek Hospitality is an authority of the Poarch Band 
of Creek Indians. Wind Creek Hospitality manages the 
Tribe's gaming facilities including: Wind Creek Atmore, 
Wind Creek Wetumpka, Wind Creek Montgomery, Wind 
Creek Bethlehem, Wa She Shu Casino in Nevada, Re¬ 
naissance Aruba Resort & Casino, Renaissance Curacao 
Resort & Casino, WindCreekCasino.com as well as race¬ 
tracks in Alabama and Florida. For more information, visit: 
https://windcreekhospitality.com/. 


About the Poarch Band of Creek Indians 

The Poarch Band of Creek Indians is the only federally rec¬ 
ognized Indian Tribe in the state of Alabama, operating 
as a sovereign nation with its own system of government 
and bylaws. The Tribe operates a variety of economic 
enterprises which employ thousands. For more informa¬ 
tion, visit: www.pci-nsn.gov.Q 
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Fishing in Aruba 
is on fire 


By Joris Zantvoort 
ORANJESTAD — With summer defi¬ 
nitely behind us, you’d think that 
it’s time to call it a season and get 
those sweaters ready. Well, think 
again! October might mean slow 
fishing in some places, but defi¬ 
nitely not in Aruba. Here, tempera¬ 
tures “cool down" to 85°, making 
the country a perfect getaway for 
you summer-yearning folk. More 
importantly, fishing in Aruba is on 
fire in October! 

As the water temperatures start 
to drop, large, pelagic fish draw 
nearer to the island. What does 
this mean for you? You can catch 
some of the most coveted Carib¬ 
bean big game, all within a few 
hours off the coast. Billfish like 
White and Blue Marlin enter peak 
season, accompanied by the fast¬ 
swimming Sailfish. The seas can 
get choppy, so remember to take 
Dramamine ahead of your outing. 
If you prefer fishing in calmer wa¬ 
ters, however, Aruba will be more 
than happy to oblige. October 


means that critters like Permit and 
Bonefish are finally starting to ap¬ 
pear, so if you’re looking to test 
your skills, this is the place to be. 
Unless you’re a fly fishing expert, 
you’ll probably need an expe¬ 
rienced guide to show you the 
ropes for this type of angling. 

If you don't feel like going out too 
far offshore, but would still like to 
catch something big, the signa¬ 
ture Caribbean specialties are the 
perfect choice. Hit the reefs and 
catch anything from Mahi Mahi 
and Wahoo, to Great Barracuda 
and King Mackerel. 

Just a few days ago. Captain Mar- 
celino took a family out on a char¬ 
ter, and boy did they have fun. 
They started the trip by landing 
a Wahoo, quickly followed by a 
couple of Cudas. To top it off, they 
got into a true Mahi bonanza, with 
each of the three family members 
catching one at the same time. 
Oh, and they caught all of them 
on just a half day outing! 



Captain Dennis Robles aboard 
the stunning Lady Sarah has re¬ 
cently had great success catching 
Mahi. The other day, he got two 
blue beauties. The best part about 


catching Mahi in Aruba is that you 
can bring it to a local restaurant for 
a delicious dinner to round off the 
dayO 


Captain of the Month 

Captain Dennis has fished around the globe in various major 
tournaments, with substantial wins under his belt. He's a fisherman in 
the most genuine sense of the word - up and down on different waters 
and coasts. He is used to landing big fish, first as his sport, now as his 
job. 

The Captain’s pride and joy is, of course, the beautiful boat, Lady 
Sarah. This 40-footer comes with all the amenities you’ll need on an 
offshore trip, including a fish finder, fighting chair, and air-conditioning. 
On a trip with Dennis, you’ll have all the necessary gear, as well as live 
bait and drinks. There will be a first mate on board to assist you with 
your gear and technique. You can bring your kids along, too, as long 
as they are older than 6. 

Once you're back ashore, you’ll split the catch with the crew, and 
they will fillet and clean it for you so you can have that nice dinner 
afterwards. 

October in Aruba has all the ingredients for a memorable fishing 
adventure. All you need to do is pick a date and start packing! 

For more information: https://fishingbooker.com/destinations/country/aw 


Aruba to me 

ORANJESTAD - We would like to portrait you! By invit¬ 
ing you to send us your favorite vacation picture while 
enjoying our Happy Island. Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is. Send your picture with that text (in¬ 

cluding your name and where you are from) to: news@ 
arubatoday.com and we will publish your vacation 
memory. Isn’t that a special way to keep your best mo¬ 
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting photos, text 
or any other materials, you give permission to the Aruba 
Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of its affiliated companies to use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes with¬ 
out compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy reader every day again. 

We received a great picture from Chares Frank from 
Newport News, Virginia. 

He wrote: 

“Aruba to me is . The place 

to get away from it all!” 
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Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

©□ztS©© Bed (BdeCd Mteo 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls ] 51 Calls or more $111 

Additional $500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purchase your card before noon! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Boskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique 
R-GIqss I Curated Lab 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open dally 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 | rosmoaihombra.com 

Play KuparHibty. Vrwii imw.gcimiblmtirHnyfnMis.arg if you or ya» know has a gambling pi dHpiti . 



‘Trick or Treat' at Renaissance Marketplace: 

Joy of Halloween for our children 


ORANJESTAD — Hallow¬ 
een is knocking on the 
door this Sunday and Re¬ 
naissance Marketplace 
wants to make sure the 
children do not miss out on 
the fun. The celebration is 
the perfect time to express 
your creativity and the 
mall will organize a very 
‘spooky’ festivity between 
5 and 8PM. The decoration 
will include a grave yard, 
scary sounds and smoke 
effects. You may also be 
surprised by walking dead 
alias zombies. 





There is all opportunity to take a pic¬ 
ture with your fav zombie and of course 
what would a Halloween celebration be 
without the traditional ‘trick or treat’? All 
parents are invited to bring their children 
on Sunday, October 27th to pick up the 
‘treat’ This is the opportunity for our visitors 
to have their children mingle with our local 
little ones. Between 5 and 8 p.m. the fun 
is on. 

Win a price 

Renaissance Marketplace is offering spe¬ 


cial games for the children where they can 
win nice prices for example for the Best 
Costume. There will also be face paint¬ 
ing, a magic show and a dance show. The 
mall is completely in Halloween zone with 
the zombies, ghosts and much more. Join 
in on the Horror Fest and enjoy the excite¬ 
ment while at the same time you can shop 
around and have a bite. Don’t miss it, this 
is too scary to let go! 

For more information: Facebook Renais¬ 
sance Marketplace. Q 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 






Get a FREE Alhambra 

T-Shirt when you earn 250 
Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players' Club card! 

CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subwoy I iuon Valrfe? r#,fA 
Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-itcrowns 
fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lob 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open doily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I cosmoalhombra.com 


Play tiflipaiHibly. Vidl vww. 9 ambliiurHnymaus.ar^ir yatiar umtantyat know hm a gambling prabbrn. 


Holiday Inn Resort Aruba celebrates: 

50 shades of happiness 


PALM BEACH — October 22 in 1969 
was exactly 50 years ago that the 
Holiday Inn Resort rooted in Aruba. 
It is the only resort on the island that 
kept its original brand for all those 
years. The resort threw a big feast 
for their guests and outside invites 
including live music, food buf¬ 
fets, bars, fireworks and a carnival 
show. Happiness, fun, appreciation 
and bonding were the key words 
that apply to the celebration. It felt 
like it was each guest’s private an¬ 
niversary. 


The Holiday Inn Resort’s Oceanside 
terrace was packed Tuesday night 
and the resort is thankful with the 
joyful, happy, appreciative guests. 
The live music band NBO got the 
public dancing their heart out and 
the tremendous food buffets and 
bars tickled everyone's taste buds. 

Big surprise was the impressive fire¬ 
works above the ocean followed 
by a real Aruban carnival parade. 
For sure the Holiday Inn Resort Aru¬ 
ba celebrated with a bangO 




Holiday Inn Resort Aruba-Beach Resort & Casino 
J. E. Irausquin Boulevard #230, Palm Beach 
Oranjestad, Aruba 
TeleDhone- +997 :unn 
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San Francisco 49ers quarter¬ 
back Jimmy Garoppolo (10) 
celebrates after scoring a 
rushing touchdown against 
the Los Angeles Rams during 
the second half of an NFL foot¬ 
ball game Sunday, Oct. 13, 
2019, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

49ers' aim 
for 7-0 
start, with 
streaking 
Panthers 

in way 

By DENNIS WASZAK Jr. 

AP Pro Football Writer 

Joe Montana was throw¬ 
ing passes to Jerry Rice the 
last time the San Francisco 
49ers were 7-0 to start a sea¬ 
son. That was way back in 
1990, and this year's group 
of Niners has a chance to 
match that Bay Area pow¬ 
erhouse when they take 
on the streaking Carolina 
Panthers on Sunday in one 
of the meaty matchups 
of Week 8. "You get bet¬ 
ter or you get worse, you 
don't stay the same," 49ers 
coach Kyle Shanahan 
said. "As this year goes, it 
gets harder and harder. 
And, we've got to make 
sure as it gets harder, we 
have to get better if we 
want to meet our own 
expectations." They think 
they did exactly that ear¬ 
lier this week by acquiring 
speedy wide receiver Em¬ 
manuel Sanders from Den¬ 
ver along with a fifth-round 
draft pick for 2020 third- 
and fourth-round picks. 
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No spectators allowed 
for 2nd round of 
Zozo Championship 

By JIM ARMSTRONG 
AP Sports Writer 

INZAI CITY, Japan (AP) — Organizers of the PGA Tour's first 
tournament in Japan have taken the unusual step of clos¬ 
ing the course to spectators for Saturday's second round 
and extending the tournament until Monday because of 
torrential rainfall and flooding in the area. 

Rain washed out the second round of the Zozo Cham¬ 
pionship on Friday. Organizers originally rescheduled the 
second round for Saturday with tee times running from 
6:30-8:30 a.m. 

Torrential rain caused flooding and mudslides Friday in 
towns east of Tokyo, leaving one dead and two missing 
and expanding damage in areas still recovering from re¬ 
cent typhoons. 

More than six inches of rain was recorded at the Accor- 
dia Golf Narashino Country Club on Friday. 

"Due to safety concerns, PGA Tour officials have an¬ 
nounced the course will unfortunately be closed to all 
spectators and ticket holders on Saturday as the well¬ 
being of our fans is paramount," the PGA Tour said in a 
statement. 

The second round is now scheduled to run between 9:30- 
11:30 a.m. on Saturday. 

PGA Tour officials have determined the event will con¬ 
clude on Monday in order to complete 72 holes. As of 
now, Sunday's play will be open to spectators who hold 
Sunday tickets. 

Tiger Woods was tied with Gary Woodland after both 
players shot 64 in the opening round on Thursday. 

Woods is making his first start in his 23rd season on the 
PGA Tour, needing one victory to reach 82 wins and tie 
the career record held by Sam Snead. 

The Zozo tournament is part of three tournaments that 
make up the PGA Tour's Asia Swing, including the CJ Cup 
in South Korea won last week by Justin Thomas and the 
HSBC Champions in Shanghai next weekO 


Tsitsipas wins at Swiss Indoors 
to set up SF against Federer 


BASEL, Switzerland (AP) — 

With Roger Federer getting 
an unexpected day off Fri¬ 
day, his next opponent Ste- 
fanos Tsitsipas had to work 


hard to advance to the 
Swiss Indoors semifinals. 
Third-seeded Tsitsipas ral¬ 
lied to beat Filip Krajinovic 
3-6, 6-4, 6-4 in the quarter- 



Greece's Stefanos Tsitsipas looks on during his second round 
match against Lithuania's Ricardas Berankis at the Swiss Indoors 
tennis tournament in Basel, Switzerland, on Thursday, Oct. 24, 
2019. 

Associated Press 




Danielle Kang of the United States watches her shot on the first hole during the first round of the 
LPGA tournament at LPGA International Busan in Busan, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Danielle Kang takes 1 -stroke 
lead into 3rd round in Busan 


BUSAN, South Korea (AP) 

— Danielle Kang shot a 
second consecutive 5-un- 
der 67 on Friday for a one- 
stroke lead at the Buick 
Ladies Championship, put¬ 
ting her in a strong position 
to win her second tourna¬ 
ment in two weeks on the 
LPGA Tour. 

The American player, who 
won last week in Shanghai, 
had seven birdies and two 
bogeys for a 10-under 134 
total on the LPGA Interna¬ 
tional Busan course. 

Hee Won Na (67) birdied 
two of her final three holes 
and was tied for second 
place with Seung Yeon Lee 
(68). Four players were tied 
for fourth, including No. 
1-ranked Jin Young Ko (69) 
and first-round leader Min- 
jee Lee (70). They were two 
strokes behind. 

"I'm hitting it well. Hitting it 
straight. Chipping well. Put¬ 
ting well," said Kang, who 


grew up in California but 
spent several years living in 
Busan as a child because 
of her father's job. "So hon¬ 
estly, I'm really not paying 
attention to other people. 
I think that's one of the 
things that I've gotten bet¬ 
ter at. I have not looked at 
the leaderboard once." 
Nelly Korda shot 70 and 
was at 5 under. 

Kristen Gillman aced the 
par-3 13th hole and will 
have to make arrange¬ 
ments to collect her BMW 
car. That was the prize for a 
hole-in-one on the 13th, on 
herwaytoa71 and a 3-un- 
der 141 total. The LPGA Tour 
said it was the American's 
first hole-in-one in com¬ 
petition. She hit a 4-hybrid 
from 180 yards. Off the tee, 
Gillman and caddie John 
Killeen thought the ball got 
caught in the wind. But 
when she heard the crowd 
reaction, she knew the ball 


had gone in the hole. "It 
was nice to finally have my 
first hole-in-one because 
it's kind of been a running 
joke between me and my 
friends that I've holed out 
a lot of shots on par 4s and 
par 5s but never on a par 
3," Gillman said. 

Gillman won a BMW 7 Se¬ 
ries sedan, an upgrade 
from the Toyota Camry 
she currently drives around 
Austin, Texas. 

"I didn't even look at the 
car because I didn't even 
know I made a hole-in- 
one," Gillman said. 

Brooke Henderson shot 68 
and was also at 3 under, 
while Charley Hull (69) was 
2 under. There is no cut in 
the limited-field event of 84 
players. 

It's the second stop on the 
LPGA Tour's Asian swing 
with tournaments in Taiwan 
and Japan scheduled over 
the next two weeks. □ 


finals, clinching when the 
46th-ranked Serbian sent a 
service return long. 

Tsitsipas was the main at¬ 
traction Friday at Federer's 
home town tournament 
after an all-Swiss quarter¬ 
final became a walkover 
for Federer due to Stan 
Wawrinka withdrawing with 


a back injury. 

Top-seeded Federer is 
seeking a 10th career title 
at Basel. 

The other semifinal will pair 
unseeded Reilly Opelka 
and wild-card entry Alex 
de Minaur. 

Big-serving Opelka sent 
down 31 aces in beating 


fourth-seeded Roberto 
Bautista Agut 6-3, 3-6, 6-3. 
The 37th-ranked American 
hit five of these aces con¬ 
secutively to clinch the first 
set after trailing 0-40 with a 
5-3 lead. 

The 20-year-old de Minaur 
advanced past Jan-Len- 
nard Strutt 6-4, 7-6 (4)0 










Phoenix Suns center Deandre Ayton (22) tries to drive past 
Denver Nuggets forward Torrey Craig during the second half of 
an NBA preseason basketball game, Monday, Oct. 14, 2019, in 
Phoenix. 

Associated Press 

Suns center Deandre 
Ayton suspended for 
25 games by NBA 


By DAVID BRANDT 
AP Sports Writer 
PHOENIX (AP) — The Phoe¬ 
nix Suns plans for a big turn¬ 
around season hit an unex¬ 
pected snag. 

Center Deandre Ayton 
was suspended 25 games 
without pay by the NBA on 
Thursday night for violating 
the terms of the NBA/NBPA 
Anti-Drug Program by test¬ 
ing positive for a diuretic. 
The first overall pick last 
year out of Arizona, Ayton 
averaged 16.3 points and 
10.3 rebounds as a rookie 
and was hoping to have 
a jump in production in his 
second season. 

He had 18 points, 11 re¬ 
bounds and four blocks 
Wednesday night in the 
Suns' season-opening 
home victory over Sacra¬ 
mento. Ayton was espe¬ 
cially proud of the blocks, 
telling media after the 
game that new coach 
Monty Williams had put a 
huge emphasis on defense 
and rim protection. 

But the good vibes from 
that victory have quickly 
evaporated. "On behalf of 
the Phoenix Suns organiza¬ 
tion, Monty Williams and 
I are disappointed in the 
actions by Deandre Ayton 
that led to his testing posi¬ 
tive for a banned diuretic 
and subsequent suspen¬ 
sion by the NBA. This does 
not uphold the standards 
and principles we have set 
for the team," Suns general 
manager James Jones said 
in a statement released by 
the team. "Deandre has 


expressed his deepest re¬ 
morse. While he is suspend¬ 
ed we remain committed 
to his growth and develop¬ 
ment on and off the court. 
His actions are not taken 
lightly, and we are com¬ 
mitted to ensuring that 
Deandre understands the 
profound impact it has had 
on the team, organization, 
and Suns community." 
Ayton was upbeat after 
Wednesday's win, giving 
no indication that he was 
about to miss nearly a third 
of the season. Phoenix had 
a 19-63 record last season 
but hoped for a fast re¬ 
build with a roster that was 
built around Ayton and 
high-scoring guard Devin 
Booker. The team hired 
Williams as coach, signed 
tree-agent point guard 
Ricky Rubio and re-signed 
talented forward Kelly Ou- 
bre Jr. The Suns also added 
rookies Cameron Johnson 
and Ty Jerome and depth 
in the frontcourt with veter¬ 
ans Aron Baynes, Dario Sar- 
ic and Frank Kaminsky III. 
Now they'll be without Ay¬ 
ton until mid-December 
unless the suspension is re¬ 
duced through the arbitra¬ 
tion process. 

"I want to apologize to my 
family, the entire Suns orga¬ 
nization, my teammates, 
partners, our fans and the 
Phoenix community," Ay¬ 
ton said in a statement. 
"This was an unintentional 
mistake and unfortunately I 
put something in my body 
that I was completely un¬ 
aware of. "□ 
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Milwaukee Bucks center Brook Lopez (11) fouls Houston Rockets center Clint Capela during the 
second half of an NBA basketball game Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019, in Houston. 

Associated Press 

Bucks beat Rockets, spoiling 
Westbrook-Harden reunion 


By The Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — Giannis 
Antetokounmpo scored 
30 points and had a triple¬ 
double before fouling out 
and his supporting cast 
held on to lead the Milwau¬ 
kee Bucks to a 117-111 vic¬ 
tory over the Houston Rock¬ 
ets on Thursday night in a 
star-studded opener fea¬ 
turing the last three MVPs. 
Antetokounmpo, the MVP 
last season, fouled out with 
about five minutes remain¬ 
ing. He had 13 rebounds 
and 11 assists. 

Brook Lopez made two 
free throws with about a 
minute left before a layup 
by Russell Westbrook. But 
Lopez made a fadeaway 
shot to leave Milwaukee up 
115-109 with 39 seconds re¬ 
maining. 

James Harden added a 
pair of free throws before 
Ersan Ilyasova made a 
jump shot with about 15 
seconds to go that sent 
many fans heading to the 
exits. 

Some had wondered what 
would happen with the 
pairing of the two ball-dom¬ 
inant guards in Harden and 
Westbrook after the 2017 


MVP was traded from Okla¬ 
homa City for Chris Paul this 
summer. In their first game 
together with the Rockets 
both filled up the stat sheet, 
but they were unable to 
come away with a win af¬ 
ter leading for much of the 
game. 

Westbrook had 24 points, 
16 rebounds and seven as¬ 
sists, Harden, the 2018 MVP, 
added 19 points, 14 assists 
and seven rebounds. He 
was 2 of 13 from the field, 
1 of 8 on 3s and made 14 
free throws without a miss. 
CLIPPERS 141, WARRIORS 
122 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Kawhi Leonard spoiled 
the Warriors' first game at 
Chase Center just as he 
did their farewell at Oracle 
Arena four months ago, 
scoring 21 points in three 
quarters to lead Los Ange¬ 
les to the win at Golden 
State's snazzy new arena. 
Reigning NBA Finals MVP 
Leonard shot 9 for 17 and 
also dished out nine assists 
in his second game with 
L.A. 

Stephen Curry scored 23 
points and D'Angelo Rus¬ 
sell added 20 in his Golden 


State debut, but the War¬ 
riors got beat up the way 
they used to do it against 
the entire NBA, even giving 
up a 46-point third quarter. 
Patrick Patterson scored 20 
points and Ivica Zubac had 
16 points, 10 rebounds and 
two blocked shots for Los 
Angeles. 

Curry, who at 31 is the old¬ 
est Warriors player, was 2 of 

11 on 3s as Golden State 
went 15 for 42 from deep. 

HAWKS 117, PISTONS 100 
DETROIT (AP) — Trae Young 
had 38 points and nine as¬ 
sists and Atlanta opened 
the season with a victory 
over Detroit. 

John Collins added 20 
points and 10 rebounds, 
and Jabari Parker had 
18 points. Vince Carter 
checked in for Atlanta with 
6:52 left in the first quarter, 
becoming the first player to 
see action in 22 NBA sea¬ 
sons. 

Derrick Rose led Detroit with 
27 points, and Andre Drum¬ 
mond had 21 points and 

12 rebounds. On Wednes¬ 
day night in Indiana, Drum¬ 
mond had 32 points and 23 
rebounds in Detroit's sea- 
son-opening victory .□ 










Cook, Vikings wear down Redskins 19-9 for 4th straight win 


By DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Pro Football Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Near 
the end of this methodical 
victory for the Minnesota 
Vikings, the crowd direct¬ 
ed a loud cheer toward a 
player on the visiting team. 
When Adrian Peterson ap¬ 
peared on the giant video 
screens during the 2-min- 
ute warning with an an¬ 
nouncement of his latest 
climb up the NFL's all-time 
rushing list, the Washington 
Redskins running back took 
off his helmet, kissed two of 
his fingers and waved them 
to the fans who rooted for 
him in purple not that long 
ago. 

The star of the show, 
though, was Peterson's suc¬ 
cessor. Dalvin Cook gave 
the Vikings yet another stel¬ 
lar performance. 

Cook had 171 total yards 
and the game's only touch¬ 
down, helping Kirk Cousins 
beat his old team on the 
first try and carrying the Vi¬ 
kings to a 19-9 victory over 
the Redskins on Thursday 
night. 

"It just shows how we can 
pull a win out. We've got a 
team that can go out and 
keep battling and keep 
fighting," Cook said. "That 
shows you the toughness 
that's in this group." 

Cook, the NFL leader in 
yards from scrimmage, 
rushed 23 times for 98 yards 
and caught five passes for 
73 yards for the Vikings (6-2) 
in their fourth straight win. 
Cousins went 23 for 26 for 
285 yards without a turn¬ 
over against the Redskins 
(1-7), who drafted him in 
2012 and made him the 
full-time starter in 2015 be¬ 
fore he became a free 
agent and signed with the 
Vikings in 2018. 

"We talked during the 
week. You always have a 
little extra motivation when 
you're playing your old 
team. You're always trying 



Minnesota Vikings running back Dalvin Cook (33) scores on a 4-yard touchdown run in front of Washington Redskins cornerback 
Fabian Moreau (31) during the first half of an NFL football game, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019, in Minneapolis. 

Associated Press 


to prove that they were 
wrong for letting you go or 
whatever the reason was, 
so I thought he handled it 
really well," Vikings coach 
Mike Zimmer said. "He's 
playing outstanding right 
now." 

Nobody on the Redskins 
lately warrants that assess¬ 
ment. 

Case Keenum, the quar¬ 
terback Cousins replaced, 
had his return to Minne¬ 
sota spoiled by a concus¬ 
sion that kept him out of 
the second half and thrust 
rookie Dwayne Haskins 
back into action. 

Two plays after Daron 
Payne and London Collins 
stuffed Cousins for no gain 
on a fourth-and-1 quarter¬ 
back sneak at the Minne¬ 
sota 34, Haskins overthrew 
Terry McLaurin, and Antho¬ 
ny Harris intercepted. 
Keenum's last time in the 
stadium was nearly two 
years ago, when his last- 
play touchdown pass to 
Stefon Diggs gave the Vi¬ 
kings a victory over New 
Orleans in a divisional 
round playoff game, but 
there was little reason to 


make this game a memory. 
Keenum went 12 for 16 for 
130 yards. 

Diggs caught all seven 
passes that came his way 
from Cousins, racking up 
143 yards in his own tribute 
of sorts to the "Minneapo¬ 
lis Miracle." This game was 
for the guys in the ground 
game, though. 

Alexander Mattison add¬ 
ed 61 yards on 13 rushes, 
and Minnesota more than 
doubled Washington's total 
yardage, 434-216. 

Peterson had 14 carries for 
76 yards and in the process 
moved up to sixth place on 
the NFL's career rushing list 
with 13,701 yards by pass¬ 
ing Jerome Bettis and La- 
Dainian Tomlinson. 

"It was bittersweet because 
you come here to win a 
game," said Peterson, who 
played for the Vikings for 10 
seasons from 2007-16. "Just 
coming back and seeing 
the love that they still have 
for me and they showed, it 
felt good. 

It was definitely a great 
home welcome. 

They welcomed me with 
open arms and just showed 


the love that they have 
and have for over a de¬ 
cade. So, it was a special 
moment. I had to hold 
tears back, to be honest 
with you." 

Cook hugged Peterson on 
the field after the game. 
"He was one of the guys 
that I watched," Cook said. 
"He's a special talent." 

The same goes for Cook, 
who was drafted in the sec¬ 
ond round in 2017. 

"If we keep him healthy, I 
hope one day he is in the 
Hall of Fame just because 
he's a talented guy," Diggs 
said. "He's a blessing." 
CHEF'S SPECIAL 
The screen pass to Cook 
was the favored weapon, 
highlighted by a zigzag¬ 
ging 31-yard gain late in 
the second quarter that set 
up his 4-yard run for a score 
with 11 seconds left on third 
down. 

Offensive coordinator Kev¬ 
in Stefanski made a bold 
inside zone call for Cook, 
who rewarded the confi¬ 
dence by powering his way 
through safety Troy Apke 
and cornerback Fabian 
Moreau at the goal line. 


The Vikings ran a third- 
and-15 draw play to Cook 
from the 25 early in the 
fourth quarter before set¬ 
tling Dan Bailey's fourth field 
goal of the night, another 
conservative decision that 
even drew some boos from 
a crowd that was probably 
a bit bored at that point by 
a game bogged down by 
penalties and ball-control 
play. 

"I think good teams can win 
a variety of ways," Cousins 
said. "I think we've been do¬ 
ing that the last few weeks." 
STEFON NEEDS STICK-UM 
Diggs went without a fum¬ 
ble over each of the last 
three seasons, and the Vi¬ 
kings recovered the two 
he had as a rookie in 2015. 
This year, he has already 
fumbled four times, the 
most in the league among 
non-quarterbacks, and the 
Vikings have lost three of 
them. 

Diggs also dropped what 
would have been a touch¬ 
down pass last week at De¬ 
troit, a catchable ball that 
slipped through his hands 
on third down in the fourth 
quarter.Q 
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49ers' aim for 7-0 start, with streaking Panthers in way 



Carolina Panthers quarterback Kyle Allen (7) passes against 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers during the second quarter of an 
NFL football game, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2019, at Tottenham Hotspur 
Stadium in London. 


Continued from Page 17 

Sanders gives Jimmy 
Garoppolo an experi¬ 
enced veteran to throw to, 
and not having a proven 
No. 1 wide receiver was 
perhaps the biggest hole 
on the 49ers' roster through 
the early stretch of the sea¬ 
son. 

"We feel he's a guy who 
can come in and help us 
a lot this year and we'll see 
where it goes for him after 
that," Shanahan said. 

The 49ers are focused on 
right now, and they'll face 
a Panthers team that has 
won four in a row and is in 
search of its first five-game 
winning streak since win¬ 
ning 18 straight regular-sea- 
son games in 2014-15. 

And, they're doing it with¬ 
out star quarterback Cam 
Newton. Instead, Kyle Al¬ 
len has taken control and 
done nothing but win. In¬ 
cluding a victory last sea¬ 
son as a rookie, Allen is the 
first quarterback in the Su¬ 
per Bowl era to win his first 
five starts without throwing 
an interception. 

"The more he plays, the 
more comfortable he gets 
and the more his confi¬ 
dence builds," Panthers 
coach Ron Rivera said. 

But, Allen will certainly 
face a tough test going 
up against the 49ers' No. 
2 overall defense — which 
also ranks No. 1 in the NFL 
against the pass. 

"This is a very good foot¬ 
ball team we're going to 
be playing against," Rivera 
said. 'They're 6-0 for a rea¬ 
son. You put the tape on, 
you see a lot of good things 
that they do." 

Week 8 began Thursday 
night with Minnesota's 19-9 
home victory over Wash¬ 
ington. 

Dalvin Cook had 171 total 
yards and the game's only 
touchdown, helping Kirk 
Cousins beat his old team 
on the first try. 

Cook rushed 23 times for 
98 yards and caughf five 
passes for 73 yards for the 
Vikings (6-2) in their fourth 
straight victory. 

Cousins went 23 for 26 for 
285 yards without a turn¬ 
over against the Redskins 
(1-7), who drafted him in 
2012 and made him the full¬ 


time starter in 2015. Case 
Keenum, the quarterback 
Cousins replaced, had his 
return to Minnesota spoiled 
by a concussion that kept 
him out of the second half. 
Baltimore (5-2) and Dallas 
(4-3) are both off this week. 
ARIZONA (3-3-1) at NEW 
ORLEANS (6-1) 

It could mark the return 
of Drew Brees, who has 
said "the plan" is for him 
to be back this week for 
the Saints after missing five 
weeks with a thumb injury. 
Teddy Bridgewater certain¬ 
ly did a fine job filling in, go¬ 
ing 5-0 in Brees' place. The 
defense has also been a 
big reason the Saints have 
continued to march on, 
holding four straight oppo¬ 
nents to 257 or fewer yards. 
They'll take on the Cardinals 
and dynamic rookie Kyler 
Murray, who ranks second 
among quarterbacks with 
266 yards rushing. Chase 
Edmonds is also coming 
off the first 100-yard rush¬ 
ing game of his career, go¬ 
ing for 126 yards and three 
touchdown runs last week 
against the Giants. 
CLEVELAND (2-4) at NEW 
ENGLAND (7-0) 

Tom Brady and the Patriots 
keep rolling, but the Browns 
aren't fazed by that. At all. 
Just ask wide receiver Jar¬ 
vis Landry, who declared: 
"Well, we're going to win. 
"We're going to win. I think 
it's just that simple. We get 
guys back healthy again 
and we're going to win." 
Well, Baker Mayfield is go¬ 
ing fo have fo play a lot 
better than he did during 
a three-interception perfor¬ 
mance in a loss to Seattle. 


Associated Press 

He leads the league with 11 
picks, and will face a Patri¬ 
ots defense that forced fhe 
Jets' Sam Darnold to turn 
the ball over five times in 
New England's 33-0 rout last 
Monday night. 

Oh, and by the way. Bill 
Belichick would earn his 
300th career victory, in¬ 
cluding the postseason, 
with a win over the Browns. 
GREEN BAY (6-1) at KANSAS 
CITY (5-2) 

This Sunday night matchup 
lost some of its luster with 
Patrick Mahomes sidelined 
with a dislocated kneecap. 
So, it'll be veteran backup 
Matt Moore under center 
for the Chiefs this week, 
taking on Aaron Rodgers 
and the Packers. Moore 
will make his first start since 
Nov. 26, 2017, for Miami 
against New England. 
Meanwhile, Rodgers had 
a perfect passer rating of 
158.3 last week in Green 
Bay's win over Oakland, 
going 25 of 31 for 429 yards 
and five TDs with no inter¬ 
ceptions. 

SEATTLE (5-2) at ATLANTA 
( 1 - 6 ) 

For all the talk of the "12th 
Man" in Seattle giving the 
Seahawks a huge edge at 
home, they've been even 
better on the road so far 
this season. 

Russell Wilson and this 
group of Seahawks are try¬ 
ing to improve to 4-0 away 
from home for jusf the sec¬ 
ond time in franchise histo¬ 
ry, and first since 1980. 
Seattle will face a Falcons 
team that might not have 
quarterback Matt Ryan be¬ 
cause of a sprained right 
ankle. If Ryan's streak of 


154 consecutive regular- 
season starts is snapped, it'll 
be Matt Schaub starting for 
Atlanta. His last start came 
in 2015 for Baltimore. 
PHILADELPHIA (3-4) at BUF¬ 
FALO (5-1) 

The surprising Bills haven't 
started 6-1 or better since 
they opened the 1993 sea¬ 
son 7-1. They've gotten to 
this spot in large part be¬ 
cause of their comeback 
ability, with Josh Allen and 
Co. going 4-1 when tied or 
trailing in the fourth quarter. 
The Eagles are coming off 
their biggest game of the 
season so far, an embar¬ 
rassing 37-10 loss to the 
Dallas Cowboys in front of 
a prime-fime audience last 
Sunday night. Philadelphia 
will be looking for a better 
start this week after losing 
fumbles on ifs first two pos¬ 
sessions, quickly leading to 
a 14-0 deficit. 

OAKLAND (3-3) at HOUS¬ 
TON (4-3) 

When Jon Gruden's guys 
lose this season, they re¬ 
ally lose. The Raiders have 
dropped three of fheir first 
six games by at least 18 
points, including last week's 
42-24 defeat vs. Green Bay, 
marking the third time in 
franchise hisfory they have 
accomplished that dubious 
feat. The Texans are also try¬ 
ing to rebound after losing 
to the Colts 30-23 last week. 
Deshaun Watson had solid 
numbers — 308 yards pass¬ 
ing, 32 yards rushing — last 
week, but has thrown four 
interceptions in his past two 
games after only one in 
Houston's first five. 
CINCINNATI (0-7) vs LOS 
ANGELES RAMS (4-3) 

The winless Bengals hope 
they can turn their fortunes 
around across the pond at 
Wembley Stadium. 

It's Cincinnati's worst start 
since it opened 0-8 in 2008 
under Marvin Lewis, and 
the seventh time overall 
the Bengals are 0-7. 

The Rams snapped their 
three-game skid with a 
blowout win at Atlanta last 
weekend, and spent the 
week practicing at Geor¬ 
gia Tech to try to minimize 
the effects of going all the 
way from LA to London. 
Jared Goff hasn't thrown 
an interception in his past 
two games, and also wasn't 


sacked last week. 

DENVER (2-5) at INDIANAP¬ 
OLIS (4-2) 

The Colts' Jacoby Brissett 
was sacked five times in 
the first two weeks, but has 
gone down only twice in 
the last four games. 

Next up is Denver's Von 
Miller, who has sacked 48 
quarterbacks during career 
— but Brissett isn't on the list. 
Yet. The Broncos’ defense 
has also been stingy in the 
red zone lately, not allow¬ 
ing a touchdown on oppo¬ 
nents' last 10 trips. 

TAMPA BAY (2-4) at TEN¬ 
NESSEE (3-4) 

Jameis Winston is coming 
off the second 400-yard 
passing performance of 
his career with the Bucca¬ 
neers, but also threw five 
interceptions and lost a 
fumble during Tampa Bay's 
11-point loss to Carolina in 
London two weeks ago. 

The last time these teams 
squared off, it marked first 
time in NFL history that the 
top two picks in the draft — 
Winston and the Titans' Mar¬ 
cus Mariota — met as rook¬ 
ies in Week 1 in 2015. This 
time around, Mariota is on 
the bench in favor of Ryan 
Tannehill, who threw for 312 
yards and two touchdowns 
in a win over the Los Ange¬ 
les Chargers. 

Tennessee tied a franchise 
record by not allowing 
more than 20 points in any 
game through its first seven 
games. 

NEW YORK GIANTS (2-5) at 
DETROIT (2-3-1) 

Both teams enter this 
matchup struggling while 
on three-game losing 
streaks. 

Giants rookie quarterback 
Daniel Jones has thrown 
one touchdown pass in 
each of his last four games, 
but also has seven inter¬ 
ceptions during that span. 
Golden Tate, playing his 
fourth game for New York, 
will face his former team af¬ 
ter spending 4 1/2 seasons 
with the Lions. 

The Giants’ secondary 
could have its hands full 
after Detroit wide receiv¬ 
er Marvin Jones had four 
touchdown catches last 
week, joining Jerry Rice 
and Sterling Sharpe as the 
only players in NFL history 
with two such gamesO 
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Draisaitl, McDavid help Oilers outlast Capitals 
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Washington Capitals goalie Braden Holtby (70) is scored on by Edmonton Oilers' Leon Draisaitl (29) during the third period of an NHL 
hockey game Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019, in Edmonton, Alberta. 


By The Associated Press 
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) 

— Leon Draisaitl scored his 
second goal of the game 
in overtime and the Ed¬ 
monton Oilers overcame 
a two-goal deficit to beat 
the Washington Capitals 
4-3 on Thursday night. 

The Oilers got a 3-on-l in 
extra time and Connor Mc¬ 
David set up Draisaitl for 
the goal 1:18 in, giving the 
Oilers a 5-0 record at home. 
Draisaitl added an assist in 
regulation. 

And McDavid had a goal 
and two assists. Darnell 
Nurse also scored to help 
the Oilers (8-2-1) snap a 
two-game losing skid. 

Alex Ovechkin had a pair 
of goals and Jakub Vrana 
also scored for the Capitals 
(7-2-3). They had won four 
in a row. 

SHARKS 4, CANADIENS 2 
MONTREAL (AP) — Evander 
Kane scored two power- 
play goals and an Jose 
beat Montreal to snap a 
two-game losing streak. 
Kevin Labanc and Melker 


Karlsson also scored for the 
Sharks, Tomas Hertl had 
three assists, and Aaron Dell 
made 34 saves. The Sharks 
have won nine straight 
games against Montreal 
dating to March. 21,2015. 
Nick Cousins and Joel 
Armia scored for the Cana- 
diens. 

FLAMES 6, PANTHERS 5, SO 
CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 

Matthew Tkachuk scored 
twice in regulation and 
again in the shootout in 
Calgary's victory over Flor¬ 
ida. 

Sean Monahan also scored 
in the shootout for Calgary, 
which converted both tie¬ 
breaking attempts on Ser¬ 
gei Bobrovsky. 

David Rittich thwarted 
Jonathan Huberdeau and 
Aleksander Barkov to se¬ 
cure the victory. 

Austin Czarnik, Mark Gior¬ 
dano and Sam Bennett 
scored in regulation for 
Calgary. 

Huberdeau, MacKenzie 
Weegar, Josh Brown, Evge- 
nii Dadonov and Mark Py- 


syk scored for Florida. 

BLUE JACKETS 4, HURRI¬ 
CANES 3, OT 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 

Cam Atkinson scored 3:28 
into overtime to lift Colum¬ 
bus past Carolina. 

Atkinson tapped in a pass 
from Pierre-Luc Dubois to 
give the Blue Jackets a 
second straight victory in 
a fourth consecutive over¬ 
time game. 

Ryan Murray, Alexander 
Texier and Sonny Milano 
also scored, and Joonas 
Korpisalo stopped 21 shots. 
Dougie Hamilton, Ryan Dz- 
ingel and Sebastian Aho 
scored for Carolina, and 
Petr Mrazek made 27 saves. 
ISLANDERS 4, COYOTES 2 


Associated Press 
UNIONDALE, N.Y. (AP) — 

Anders Lee scored the win¬ 
ner and Semyon Varlamov 
made 21 saves to help New 
York beat Arizona for its fifth 
straight victory. 

Derick Brassard, Josh Bai¬ 
ley and Scott Mayfield also 
scored for New York. 
Michael Grabner and 
Conor Garland scored for 
Arizona. 

The Coyotes had won four 
in a row. 

FLYERS 4, BLACKHAWKS 1 
CHICAGO (AP) — Kevin 
Hayes scored after he lost a 
goal because of an offsides 
challenge in Philadelphia's 
victory over Chicago. 
Claude Giroux, James van 
Riemsdyk and Oskar Lind- 


blom also scored for Phila¬ 
delphia, which beat Chi¬ 
cago 4-3 in Prague in the 
season opener on Oct. 4. 
Brian Elliott made 23 saves 
in his second straight start. 
Brandon Saad scored for 
Chicago. 

RANGERS 6, SABRES 2 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ryan 
Strome scored his first two 
goals this season, Henrik 
Lundqvist made 31 saves 
and New York beat Buffalo 
to snap a five-game losing 
streak. 

Artemi Panarin, Brett How- 
den, Tony DeAngelo and 
Chris Kreider also scored for 
New York. 

Marco Scandella and 
Vladimir Sobotka scored for 
Buffalo. 

PREDATORS 4, WILD 0 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 

— Pekka Rinne made 26 
saves, Colton Sissons had 
a goal and an assist and 
Nashville beat Minnesota. 
Rinne improved to 6-0-1 
with his first shutout of the 
season and 56th overall. 
Miikka Salomaki, Calle 
Jarnkrok and Craig Smith 
also scored for Nashville. 
BLUES 5, KINGS 2 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Alex Pi- 
etrangelo and Robert 
Thomas scored in a two- 
minute span of the second 
period in St. Louis' victory 
over Los Angeles. 

Brayden Schenn scored 
twice, including an emp- 
ty-netter, Vince Dunn also 
scored, and Jordan Bin- 
nington made 33 saves. 
Jeff Carter and Alex lafallo 
scored for the Kings. 

STARS 2, DUCKS 1 
DALLAS (AP) — Denis Gu¬ 
rianov ended a personal 
scoring drought with two 
first-period goals, and Ben 
Bishop made 29 saves to 
help Dallas beat Anaheim. 
Gurianov hadn't scored in 
26 games since his first NHL 
goal on Nov. 18, 2018. 

Max Comtois scored for 
Anaheim. □ 
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In this Oct. 1,2015, file photo, FC Kansas City head coach Vlatko 
Andonovski watches from the sideline before the NWSL soccer 
championship match in Portland, Ore. 

Associated Press 

AP Source: Andonovski 
to be named coach 
of U.S. women's team 


By ANNEM. PETERSON 
AP Sports Writer 
U.S. Soccer is expected to 
name Vlatko Andonovski 
as the new head coach 
of the women's national 
team. A person with knowl¬ 
edge of the deal said 
Andonovski, the current 
coach of the Reign FC in 
the National Women's Soc¬ 
cer League, is expected 
to sign a contract with U.S. 
Soccer in the coming days. 
The person spoke Friday 
to The Associated Press on 
the condition of anonymity 
because the appointment 
had not been formally an¬ 
nounced. 

U.S. Soccer announced a 
news conference to name 
the new coach on Mon¬ 
day in New York City. 
Andonovski, 43, was con¬ 
sidered the front-runner for 
the job after Utah Royals 
coach Laura Harvey and 
North Carolina coach Paul 
Riley removed their names 
from consideration. 
Andonovski replaces Jill El¬ 
lis, who led the U.S. team to 
back-to-back World Cup 
titles during her tenure as 
coach. 

Andonovski has been a 
head coach in the NWSL 
for the past seven seasons. 
He was coach of now-de- 
funct FC Kansas City from 
the league's inception in 
2013 until the club folded in 
2017. He won two league 
titles with the team. 
Andonovski was named 
head coach of the Reign 
in late 2017 when Harvey 
went to Utah. The Reign 
weathered a number of 


injuries this season and the 
absences of several play¬ 
ers during the World Cup to 
make the playoffs for the 
second straight season. The 
Reign fell 4-1 to the North 
Carolina Courage last Sun¬ 
day in the league semifi¬ 
nals. This season's champi¬ 
onship match between the 
Courage and the Chicago 
Red Stars is set for Sunday in 
Cary, North Carolina. 
Andonovski, a native 
of Skopje, Macedonia, 
played for several teams in 
Europe before embarking 
on a professional indoor 
soccer career in the United 
States. 

Among his first duties with 
the U.S. team will be pre¬ 
paring it for qualification 
for the 2020 Olympics in 
Tokyo. The United States 
has two more exhibition 
matches set for this year, 
against Sweden in Colum¬ 
bus, Ohio, on Nov. 7 and 
against Costa Rica in Jack¬ 
sonville, Florida, on Nov. 10. 
Ellis was named coach of 
the team in 2014 and led 
the U.S. to eight overall 
tournament titles, including 
victories at the World Cup 
in 2015 and earlier this year. 
Over the course of her ten¬ 
ure, the United States lost 
just seven matches. 

Ellis announced her deci¬ 
sion to step down just a lit¬ 
tle more than three weeks 
after the United States 
beat the Netherlands in 
Lyon, France, for the World 
Cup title. It was the team's 
fourth overall champion¬ 
ship in soccer's premier 
tournament. □ 
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Mikaela Shiffrin voted skier 
of the year by journalists 



In this Feb. 22, 2018 file photo silver medalist in the women's 
combined Mikaela Shiffrin, of the United States, celebrates 
during the medals ceremony at the 2018 Winter Olympics in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea. 


SOELDEN, Austria (AP) — 

Three-time overall World 
Cup champion Mikaela 
Shiffrin has been voted 
skier of the year for 2019, 
beating last year's win¬ 
ner Marcel Hirscher in the 
vote by the international 
association of ski journal¬ 
ists. 

Shiffrin, who also won the 
award in 2017, set an all- 
time best mark by win¬ 
ning 17 World Cup races. 


Associated Press 

The American added 
gold medals in slalom 
and super-G, and bronze 
in GS at the world cham¬ 
pionships in Sweden in 
February. 

"It feels a little bit wrong, 
actually, but it's also an 
incredible honor," Shiffrin 
said Friday after receiv¬ 
ing the Skieur d'Or-Serge 
Lang Trophy, named af¬ 
ter the founder of Alpine 
skiing's World Cup in the 


1960s. "It's astounding to 
me that's it not Marcel 
this year, because he's 
had such an incredible 
career. I certainly would 
have voted for him." 

AIJS President Patrick 
Lang praised Shiffrin for 
being "a very enjoyable 
interview partner for ski 
reporters" and for "doing 
a great job to promote 
our sport around the 
globe." Lang said Shiffrin 
beat Hirscher, who retired 
after winning his record¬ 
extending eighth straight 
overall championship, 
"by only a few votes." 
Hirscher and Swiss great 
Pirmin Zurbriggen re¬ 
ceived the award four 
times each. Earlier Ameri¬ 
can winners include Lind¬ 
sey Vonn in 2009 and 
Bode Miller in 2005. 

The new World Cup sea¬ 
son starts with a wom¬ 
en's giant slalom on the 
Rettenbach glacier on 
Saturday, followed by 
the men's race the next 
day.Q 


Ski federation admits 'too many races' 
on World Cup calendar 


By ERIC WILLEMSEN 
Associated Press 
SOELDEN, Austria (AP) — 
The upcoming Alpine skiing 
World Cup season includes 
"too many races," the Inter¬ 
national Ski Federation has 
conceded amid criticism 
from racers and coaches. 
Without Olympic Games 
or world championships in 
February, the sport's top- 
level circuit runs non-stop 
from October through 
March with 44 men's events 
at 22 different venues, and 
41 women's events at 21 
venues. 

That’s an increase of six 
races for both competitions 
compared to last season 
and has led to concerns 
that the tight schedule will 
not leave enough time 
for skiers to rest between 
events. 

"I know it's not easy for the 
athletes and also for some 
organizers. We are now 
at a certain limit, there is 
no question," FIS President 
Gian Franco Kasper said Fri¬ 


day, a day before the sea¬ 
son starts with a women's 
giant slalom on the Retten¬ 
bach glacier, followed by 
a men's race on Sunday. 
"We have too many races. 
But FIS is not here to pre¬ 
vent races but to organize 
races," said Kasper, add¬ 
ing that FIS could improve 
on scheduling by planning 
the calendars three years 
ahead. 

While there is a four-week 
break until the next event 
— slalom races in Finland 
on Nov. 23-24 — the cir¬ 
cuit will take up full speed 
afterward, with stops in 
Canada, the United States, 
China and Japan adding 
to its European core. 

The city events for top-16 
racers have been removed 
from the schedule, but FIS 
added more parallel sla¬ 
loms and giant slaloms to 
regular World Cup venues. 
Also, the Alpine combined 
seemed written off in re¬ 
cent years but the num¬ 
ber of races has now been 


raised to seven in total for 
men and women, from 
three last season. 

However, no racer is plan¬ 
ning to compete in all 44 or 
41 events this season. 

More skiers have been spe¬ 
cializing in one or two disci¬ 
plines in recent years, while 
the few all-rounders left 
have skipped a few events 
in order to create sufficient 
rest days in their schedules. 
Like Mikaela Shiffrin, who 
could potentially start in all 
events but has been taking 
midseason breaks each 
year. 

"For sure I am going to con¬ 
tinue this process of picking 
which races make sense 
and what's going to work," 
the three-time overall 
champion told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

Last season, for instance, 
she skipped races in Rosa 
Khutor to avoid a grueling 
journey from Switzerland 
to Russia and back to the 
Czech Republic within 10 
days.Q 
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Facebook launches a news section - and will pay publishers 



This Jan. 17, 2017, file photo shows a Facebook logo being displayed in a start-up companies 
gathering at Paris' Station F, in Paris. 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY and 
TALI ARBEL 

AP Technology Writers 

Over the course of its 15 
year history, Facebook has 
variously ignored news or¬ 
ganizations while eating 
their advertising revenue, 
courted them for video 
projects it subsequently 
abandoned, and then 
largely cut their stories out 
of its newsfeeds. 

Now it plans to pay them 
for news headlines — re¬ 
portedly millions of dollars 
in some cases. 

Enter the "News Tab," a new 
section in the Facebook 
mobile app that will display 
headlines — and nothing 
else — from the Wall Street 
Journal, the Washington 
Post, BuzzFeed News, Busi¬ 
ness Insider, NBC, USA To¬ 
day and the Los Angeles 
Times, among others. Local 
stories from several of the 
largest U.S. cities will also 
make the grade; headlines 
from smaller towns are on 
their way, Facebook says. 
Tapping on those head¬ 
lines will take you directly to 
publisher websites or apps, 
if you have any installed. 
Which is one thing publish¬ 
ers have been requesting 
from Facebook's news ef¬ 
forts for years. 

It's potentially a big step for 
a platform that has long 
struggled with both stamp¬ 


ing out misinformation and 
making nice with struggling 
purveyors of news. Though 
media watchers remain 
skeptical that Facebook is 
really committed to help¬ 
ing sustain the news indus¬ 
try. 

Facebook declined to say 
who is getting paid and 
how much, saying only that 
it will be paying "a range of 
publishers for access to all 
of their content." 

Just last year, CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg said he wasn't 
sure it "makes sense" to pay 
news outlets for their mate¬ 


rial. But now, as Zuckerberg 
told The Associated Press 
in an interview, "there's an 
opportunity to set up new 
long term, stable financial 
relationships with publish¬ 
ers." 

The Associated Press is not 
participating in the initia¬ 
tive. 

News executives have long 
been unhappy about the 
extent to which digital gi¬ 
ants like Facebook make 
use of their stories — mostly 
by displaying headlines 
and short summaries when 
users post news links. 


Associated Press 

A bipartisan bill introduced 
in Congress this year would 
grant an antitrust exemp¬ 
tion to news companies, 
letting them band togeth¬ 
er to negotiate payments 
from the big tech platforms. 
"It's a good direction that 
they're willing for the first 
time to value and pay for 
news content," said David 
Chavern, head of the News 
Media Alliance, a publisher 
trade group. 

"The trouble is that most 
publishers aren't included." 
Zuckerberg said Facebook 
aims to set up partnerships 


with a "wide range" of pub¬ 
lishers. 

"We think that this is an op¬ 
portunity to build something 
quite meaningful here," he 
said. "We're going to have 
journalists curating this, we 
are really focused on prov¬ 
enance and branding and 
where the stories come 
from." 

In a statement, the Los An¬ 
geles Times said it expects 
the Facebook effort will 
help expand its readership 
and digital subscribers. 
Facebook killed its most re¬ 
cent effort to curate news, 
the ill-fated Trending topics, 
in 2018. 

Conservatives complained 
about political bias, lead¬ 
ing Facebook to fire its hu¬ 
man editors and automate 
the section until it began 
recycling false stories, after 
which the social giant shut 
it down entirely. 

But what happens when 
the sprawling social net¬ 
work plays news editor? 

An approach that sends 
people news based on 
what they've liked before 
could over time elevate 
stories with greater "emo¬ 
tional resonance" over 
news that "allows public dis¬ 
course to take place," said 
Edward Wasserman, dean 
of the graduate journalism 
program at the University of 
Califomia-Berkeley.Q 
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In this Aug. 28, 2018, file photo, a cursor moves over Google s 
search engine page, in Portland, Ore. 


BY RACHEL LERMAN 
AP Technology Writer 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, Califor¬ 
nia (AP) — Google is pay¬ 
ing more attention to the 
small words in your search¬ 
es. Want to figure out how 
to park on a hill with no 
curb? Google now takes 
that “no" into account. 


Associated Press 

and shows top results that 
include parking instruc¬ 
tions without curbs. 

The company is rolling out 
the change to English lan¬ 
guage searches in the U.S. 
starting this week. Google 
said it expects the shift will 
give better results for every 
one in 10 searches. 


Google digs into deeper 
meanings of searches 


Tweaking its massive 
search engine is noth¬ 
ing new for Google. The 
company makes regular 
changes to be more ac¬ 
curate and show more 
useful results. But this one is 
the biggest the company 
has released in at least five 
years, said Pandu Nayak, 
Google’s vice president of 
Search. 

The change is rooted 
in Google’s natural lan¬ 
guage processing re¬ 
search, which studies how 
to teach computers to 
understand the nuance of 
speech and communica¬ 
tion. This newest update is 
based on a training tech¬ 
nique called Bidirectional 


Encoder Representation 
from Transformers, or BERT. 
The technique involves 
teaching the systems to 
better understand the or¬ 
der and context in which 
a word appears. 

Google trains the sys¬ 
tem by using a “fill-in-the- 
blank” practice, having 
the machines guess which 
word is missing in a sen¬ 
tence until it gets better at 
finding the right answer all 
the time. 

Google has long focused 
on the keywords in your 
search term, but this meth¬ 
od helps it take into ac¬ 
count every word in the 
sentence in order to bet¬ 
ter understand meaning 


and, hopefully, show more 
relevant results first. 

BERT brings more, bet¬ 
ter results, Nayak said 
the company has found 
through testing this year. 
But it’s not perfect, and 
the change means some 
results will miss the mark 
more than they do now. 
“We’re really playing a 
statistical game here,” 
Nayak said. 

So will you notice that 
Google understands your 
questions better? Well, 
maybe. Search has got¬ 
ten much more nuanced 
since it first launched more 
than 20 years ago. But 
changes by themselves 
are subtle. □ 
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Stocks climb on solid profits, US-China trade deal optimism 



In this Oct. 2, 2019, file photo specialists James Denaro, left, and Mario Picone work on the floor of 
the New York Stock Exchange. 


By ALEX VEIGA 
DAMIAN J. TROISE 
Associated Press 

Stocks climbed in after¬ 
noon trading Friday on 
Wall Street as investors 
welcomed solid company 
earnings reports and signs 
that trade negotiations be¬ 
tween the U.S. and China 
are making progress. 
Technology, financial and 
communications services 
stocks powered the rally, 
which briefly nudged the 
S&P 500 index to a record 
high. The benchmark index 
was within 0.1% of its clos¬ 
ing all-time high set July 26 
and is on track to notch its 
third straight weekly gain. 
Stocks bounced back from 
a mixed start Friday as trad¬ 
ers sized up another batch 
of earnings reports from 
chipmaker Intel, Charter 
Communications and oth¬ 
er companies. 

The buying accelerated 
around midday after the 
U.S. Trade Representative’s 
office issued a statement 
saying the discussions with 
China's negotiating team 
"made headway and the 
two sides are close to final¬ 
izing some sections of the 
agreement." 

The trade conflict, which 
has led both sides to im¬ 
pose billions in tariffs on 
each other's goods, has 
roiled financial markets 
and stoked worries that the 
dispute could tip the global 
economy into a recession. 
Those worries eased in re¬ 
cent weeks, after Wash¬ 
ington and Beijing worked 
to calm tensions and then 


resumed negotiations. 
That's allowed investors to 
focus on company earn¬ 
ings reports the past two 
weeks. Traders want to get 
a sense of how Corporate 
America is faring against 
the backdrop of the costly 
trade war between the 
world's two biggest econo¬ 
mies. 

Earnings reports so far have 
mostly exceeded Wall 
Street analysts' modest ex¬ 
pectations. However, many 
of those that delivered im¬ 
proved results for the quar¬ 
ter have also issued disap¬ 
pointing profit outlooks. 
Until this week, the market 
had a mostly muted reac¬ 
tion to company earnings, 
often closing the day with 
a modest gain or loss. 


After closing lower on Mon¬ 
day, the S&P 500 was on 
track Friday to extend its 
winning streak to a third 
day. 

Intel rose 7.4% after raising 
its profit forecast for the 
year following a solid third 
quarter. Fellow chipmak- 
ers, including Nvidia, also 
made strong gains. 

Charter Communications 
gained 6.9% after report¬ 
ing solid financial results. 
The cable operator made 
some of the strongest gains 
among its fellow communi¬ 
cations companies. 

Banks rose as bond yields 
moved higher. The yield on 
the 10-year Treasury rose to 
1.8% from 1.76% late Thurs¬ 
day. 

Consumer product mak- 


Associated Press 

ers, utilities and real estate 
companies lagged the 
market. 

KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 index rose 0.4% as of 
2:30 p.m. Eastern time. It 
was holding slightly below 
its record close of 3,025.86 
set on July 26, after briefly 
pushing beyond. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 153 points, or 
0.6%, to 26,958. The Nasdaq 
gained 0.6%. The Russell 
2000 index of smaller stocks 
did better than the broad¬ 
er market with a 0.7% gain. 
NOT SO PRIME: Amazon 
fell 1.7% after releasing dis¬ 
appointing third-quarter 
profits and a weak sales 
forecast for the holiday 
shopping season. The com¬ 
pany had higher costs as 


it adds workers in its ware¬ 
houses and more software 
engineers for its cloud com¬ 
puting business. 

REVVING ENGINES: General 
Motors rose 2.1 % following a 
key vote at its biggest fac¬ 
tory to end a strike that has 
shut down operations for 40 
days. The overwhelmingly 
positive vote from produc¬ 
tion workers at GM's SUV 
plant in Arlington, Texas all 
but assures the contract will 
be ratified companywide. 
EARNINGS SCORE: Compa¬ 
nies have so far reported 
surprisingly good profits 
this earnings season, de¬ 
spite another forecast for 
a sharp contraction. Just 
over 39% of companies in 
the S&P 500 have reported 
results and 78% beat ana¬ 
lysts' forecasts, according 
to FactSet. 

The results have tempered 
initial forecasts for a profit 
contraction of more than 
4%, but the market hasn't 
gained much ground. 
Investors have been here 
before. Corporate profits 
were expected to shrink 
significantly during the first 
and second quarters, but 
surprisingly good results 
eventually led to a very 
slight overall contraction. 
EARNINGS ON DECK: Some 
of the biggest names in 
technology and industry 
will release their results next 
week. Alphabet, Google's 
parent company, will help 
kick things off on Monday. 
Drugmakers Merck and 
Pfizer will report results on 
Tuesday, as will automaker 
General Motors. □ 


US budget deficit hits §984 billion 
highest in 7 years 



This Sept. 18, 2019, photo shows the view of the U.S. Capitol 
building from the Washington Monument in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

federal deficit for the 2019 
budget year surged to 
$984.4 billion, its highest 
point in seven years, and is 
widely expected to top the 
$1 trillion mark in coming 
years. The 26% surge from 
the 2018 deficit of $779 bil¬ 
lion that the government 
reported Friday reflected 
such factors as revenue lost 
from the 2017 Trump tax cut 
and a budget deal that 


added billions in spending 
for military and domestic 
programs. Forecasts by the 
Trump administration and 
the Congressional Budget 
Office project that the defi¬ 
cit will top $1 trillion in the 
current budget year. And 
the CBO estimates that the 
deficit will stay above $1 tril¬ 
lion over the next decade. 
Those projections stand in 
contrast to President Don¬ 
ald Trump's campaign 
promises that even with 
revenue lost initially from 


his tax cuts, he would be 
able to eliminate the fed¬ 
eral budget deficit with 
cuts in spending and in¬ 
creased growth generated 
by the tax cuts. The budget 
showed that revenue rose 
4% in the 2019 budget year, 
which ended Sept. 30, but 
that spending surged at 
twice that rate. Spend¬ 
ing increased for defense 
programs and for the gov¬ 
ernment's big benefit pro¬ 
grams for the elderly. Social 
Security and Medicare. 


Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin asserted that 
Trump's economic program 
was nevertheless work¬ 
ing, with unemployment 
at its lowest point in nearly 


50 years. Mnuchin argued 
that to put the budget on a 
sustainable path. Congress 
must enact proposals "to 
cut wasteful and irrespon¬ 
sible spending." □ 
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Mutts 




Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 



Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Wife to Todd, 
Fisher & Burton 

4 Deep pink 

9 _ of; somewhat 

13 Paper fastener 

15 Actor _ Ballard 

16 Half a sextet 

17 Rational 

18 Letters from 
Greece 

19 Landlord’s 
collection 

20 Derelict in duty 

22 _ Benedict; 
fancy breakfast 

23 Reagan & others 

24 _ Angeles 

26 Sandal features 

29 Game bird 

34 Arrogance 

35 Duel with lances 
on horseback 

36 Actress Jamie _ 
Curtis 

37 TV’s'What’s 
My _?” 

38 Cries hard 

39 Polaris or 
Antares 

40 my party and 
I’ll cry if I want 
to...’’ 

41 Senor Castro 

42 Fruit salad 
ingredients 

43 High schooler 

45 Like very rough 
sandpaper 

46 Stop _ dime 

47 First king of Israel 

48 Usually dry 
riverbed 

51 One seeking 
damages 

56 High cards 

57 Weight unit 

58 No longer valid 

60 Escape 

61 Shoptalk 

62 Delight 

63 Chewable 
antacids 

64 Word of welcome 

65 Fail to keep up 

DOWN 

1 Dieter’s concern: 
abbr. 

2 Neighbor of Iraq 
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Friday’s Puzzle Solved 
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3 Author Grey 

4 Log homes 

5 Cassini’s 
namesakes 

6 Ceremony 
7To_; 

unanimously 

8 Lacking energy 

9 Tension 

10 Neighbor of 
Nev. 

11 Engagement 
symbol 

12 Trike riders 
14 Put down; 

humiliate 
21 Easy stride 

25 Cereal grain 

26 _ up; go 
separate ways 

27 Commonplace 

28 Dishwasher 
cycle 

29 Strength 

30 Ship's frame 

31 Church table 

32 Approaches 

33 Rudely brief 
35 Greenish stone 

38 New York City 

39 Closing tightly 


All Rights Reserved. 

41 Oscillating 
blower 

42 Sulk 

44 Sounds 

45 Frankness 

47 Scorch 

48 Float on the 
breeze 

49 Controversial 
rights org. 


50 _ proper; 
consider 
appropriate 

52 _ of pork; entree 
choice 

53 Mom’s sister 

54 No longer hungry 

55 _ market; swap 
meet 

59 Portion of a journey 
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Cleaning plant troubles 
could lead to hospital 
tool shortage 


By MATTHEW PERRONE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Hos¬ 
pitals could soon face 
shortages of critical sur¬ 
gical tools because sev¬ 
eral plants that sterilize the 
equipment have been shut 
down, government health 
officials said Friday. 

The Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration flagged the is¬ 
sue in an online statement 
to medical professionals, 
saying the result could be 
years of shortages of sup¬ 
plies used in heart surgery, 
knee replacements, C-sec- 
tions and many other pro¬ 
cedures. 

The warning follows the re¬ 
cent closure of several ster¬ 
ilization facilities that use 
ethylene oxide. The gas is 
critical for cleaning medi¬ 
cal equipment, but it can 
be hazardous at elevated 
levels and is increasingly 
being scrutinized by state 
health and environmental 
officials. 

"The impact resulting from 
closure of these and per¬ 
haps more facilities will be 
difficult to reverse," said 
FDA acting commissioner 
Ned Sharpless, in a state¬ 
ment, adding that the 
shortages "could compro¬ 
mise patient care." 

The FDA urged hospitals to 
inventory their supplies and 
alert government officials if 
they face major shortages. 
The agency said regulators 


could help identify alterna¬ 
tive devices for those im¬ 
pacted by the issue. 
Sterilization is a daily pro¬ 
cess at hospitals and many 
other health care facilities, 
used to remove bacte¬ 
ria from medical scopes, 
catheters, surgical kits and 
other reusable instruments. 
Hospitals use various clean¬ 
ing methods, including 
heat, steam and radiation. 
But the oxide gas is the only 
method for cleaning many 
devices made from plastic, 
metal or glass, according 
to the FDA. About half of all 
sterilized medical devices 
in the U.S. are cleaned with 
the gas, according to stud¬ 
ies cited by the agency. 
Exposure to dangerous lev¬ 
els of ethylene oxide can 
cause cancer including 
leukemia and lymphoma , 
according to the National 
Institutes of Health. Facto¬ 
ries that emit the gas are 
subject to safety standards 
by both state and federal 
environmental laws. 

Earlier this year, Illinois au¬ 
thorities closed a large 
plant owned by steriliza¬ 
tion company Sterigenics 
after detecting high out¬ 
door levels of the gas. This 
month, the company an¬ 
nounced the plant would 
not reopen. 

The FDA will hold a two-day 
meeting next month to dis¬ 
cuss new sterilization tech¬ 
niques for devicesO 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDROOM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $16500 
Oceanview $15500 
3BEDROOM $26k 
*WK. 51 GV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $49k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 


GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $14k 
2B OV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

IB Oceanfront $7500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16500 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
1B OV $ 10k 

** Destination points S9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322BC and 
412BC $6500 each wk 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Week 27 Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 

Other weeks also available 

We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 


www.conciergerealty.com 


Lilly 

Uj wj 





facebook.com/ambaioday/ 


FOR SALE 

Undeveloped Property land at 
Piedra Plat, size 49.530 m2, 
suitable for a housing project. 
Asking price: AWG 60,= per m2. 
Contact RAW REAL ESTATE 
Tel. 588-9505, CELL. 567-9787. 
EMAIL: INFO@RAW- 
ARUBAHOMES.COM 

_ 212009 


Island Tours 

5 stops, A/C Van. 

Natural Pool not included 
9 am to 12:30 pm Only $35 
For more info 
Phone: +297 731 2727 


W DAY 


Editor 

Caribbean Speed Printers N*V, 
Aruba Bank N.V, Acc,#222663 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 

Acc.#23951903 
RBC Roy a I Ba n k Ac c #133 0772 

Assistant Director 
Xiomsra Arends 
Editor in Chief 

Linda Reijnders 
(Iind3.reijnderv@upnv.com} 
iLifza Xoplman {Management assistant) 

Editors 
Richard Brooks 
leaneairlo Trinidad 
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Linda Reijnders 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 




HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



October 27 

Freewids 

October 28 

Pacific Eden 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Lots of good terns: Bird ready to fly off endangered list 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Af¬ 
ter 34 years on the endan¬ 
gered species list, a tiny 
Midwestern bird is ready to 
fly free of federal protec¬ 
tion. 

Once diminished by hunt¬ 
ing for feathers for hats 
and hurt by the damming 
of major rivers like the Mis¬ 
souri, the interior least tern 
population has increased 
tenfold since 1985, to more 
than 18,000. 

The number of colonies has 
jumped from 48 to 480, said 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, which on Wednes¬ 
day proposed taking the 
bird off the list. 

The delisting started six 
years after the service first 
suggested that the spe¬ 
cies has recovered and 
after computer modeling 
showed the population will 
be stable. 

Even conservationists and 
advocacy groups that of¬ 
ten battle the Trump ad¬ 
ministration over what goes 
on and off the endangered 
list hailed the migrating 
bird's recovery as an envi¬ 
ronmental success story. 
"Delisting is reasonable," 
Center for Biological Diver¬ 
sity endangered species 
director Noah Greenwald 
said. 

"It shows that when we ac¬ 
tually pay attention and 
care, we can help spe¬ 
cies and reverse damage 
we've done in the past. We 
can undo part of the dam¬ 
age we've done to these 
rivers." 

American Bird Conservan¬ 
cy president Michael Parr 
said: "All around it's a pretty 
good news situation." 

After nearly being hunted 
to extinction for feathers for 
women's hats in the 1800s, 
the Midwestern population 
of least terns started do¬ 
ing better until after World 



In this Saturday, May 1,2010 file photo, a least tern checks her two eggs on the beach in Gulfport, 
Miss. 

Associated Press 

War II, Fish and Wildlife of terns, but they travel far. tagged in South Dakota 
Service recovery biologist Hartfield said one bird was and later was found in Ja¬ 


pan. 

'That's how strong a flyer 
they are," he said. "It's really 
a tough little bird." 

They nest on the ground 
and feed on small fish and 
live quite long for their size, 
about 15 years, Hartfield 
said. 

These birds migrate every 
fall to the Caribbean and 
South America. 

Greenwald, of the Cen¬ 
ter for Biological Diversity, 
said the least tern is a good 
example of how the en¬ 
dangered species law can 
work even as scientists warn 
of 1 million species going 
extinct in coming decades. 
"We should be proud of 
ourselves for caring for it 
and protecting it," he said. 
'That shows that if we put 
our mind to it, we can stop 
the extinction crisis.'Q 


Paul Hartfield said. But then 
dams, especially on the 
Missouri River, eliminated 
the riverside beaches that 
these tiny birds need. 
Working with the Army 
Corps of Engineers, biolo¬ 
gists concentrated on a 
smaller bird population in 
the lower Mississippi River. 
Changes in water man¬ 
agement increased the 
size of islands and created 
new ones in the river, mak¬ 
ing more places for the 
birds to nest and live, Hart¬ 
field said. 

"The least tern in the Missis¬ 
sippi River exploded" from 
a few hundred birds in the 


Tiny beetle named after 
climate activist Greta Thunberg 


LONDON (AP) — Climate ac¬ 
tivist Greta Thunberg has a 
tiny new namesake. 

London’s Natural History Mu¬ 
seum said Friday that a min¬ 
ute species of beetle is being 
named “Nelloptodes gre- 
tae” in honor of the 16-year- 
old Swede who has pressed 
the world to do a better job 
fighting climate change. 
Michael Darby, a scientific 
associate at the museum 
who found the insect in its 
collection of millions of ani¬ 
mal specimens, chose the 


name to acknowledge Thun- 
berg’s “outstanding contri¬ 
bution’’ to raising awareness 
of environmental issues. 

The beetle is less than 1 mil¬ 
limeter long and has no eyes 
or wings. It belongs to a 1960s 
collection from samples of 
soil and leaf litter in the Ke¬ 
nyan capital, Nairobi, which 
was donated to the Natural 
History Museum in 1978. 

It is part of the Ptiliidae fam¬ 
ily of beetles, which includes 
some of the world’s smallest 
insects.Q 



In this undated photo 
issued by Entomologist’s 
Monthly Magazine, 

showing the new species of 
beetle Nelloptodes gretae, 
named after Swedish 
environmental campaigner 
Greta Thunberg. 

Associated Press 


1980s to at least 10,000 
now, he said. 

Greenwald credited the 
Army Corps of Engineers 
but added that "the tern 
has been recovered, but 
the ecosystem hasn't." 
There are three populations 
of least terns in the United 
States. One in California is 
still on the endangered list, 
and the eastern one is do¬ 
ing fine. 

Least terns are the smallest 


European lawmakers vote to 
strengthen bee protection 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The European Parliament 
on Wednesday blocked a diluted propos¬ 
al by the 28-nation bloc's executive arm 
on protecting bees from pesticides, argu¬ 
ing it didn't go far enough. 

European lawmakers adopted a resolu¬ 
tion urging the European Commission to 
"table new legislation based on the latest 
scientific and technical knowledge." 

They said the Commission weakened its 
initial proposal due to the opposition of 16 
member states which did not want provi¬ 
sions in the draft on how pesticides should 
be tested to protect bees from chronic ex¬ 
posure. 

European lawmakers said the Commission 
only kept provisions protecting bees from 
acute exposure. 

The Commission's draft, they said, "remains 


silent on chronic toxicity to honeybees, as 
well as on toxicity to bumble bees and soli¬ 
tary bees." 

In their resolution adopted by 533 votes to 
67 with 100 abstentions, they noted that 
the Commission's text "would not change 
the level of protection" already in place 
and asked the Commission to come up 
with new proposals. 

Over recent years, there's been an alarm¬ 
ing drop in bee populations, which has 
stoked fears of an ensuing impact on crop 
production given the central role of bees. 
According to figures released by the Eu¬ 
ropean Parliament, about 84% of crop 
species and 78% of wild flowers across 
the EU depend to some extent on animal 
pollination, and almost 15 billion euros 
($16.5 billion) of the bloc's annual agricul¬ 
tural output "is directly attributed to insect 
pollinators.'Q 
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Pioneering director Lina Wertmuller to finally get her Oscar 



This combination photo shows Italian film director Lina Wertmuller at her home in Rome, Italy on 
June 7, 1993, left, and Wertmuller on Jan. 18,1978. 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — In 

1977, Italian filmmaker 
Lina Wertmuller became 
the first woman to ever be 
nominated for best director 
at the Academy Awards. 
Although she didn't win 
that year — "Rocky" direc¬ 
tor John G. Avildsen did 
— the 91-year-old with the 
famous white glasses will 
finally gef an Oscar of her 
own Sunday at the annual 
Governors Awards. 

"This is making me very 
happy," Wertmuller said 
last month through a trans¬ 
lator. 

Forty years ago the Fed¬ 
erico Fellini-protege barely 
even registered the historic 
nature of her nomination, 
however. She was too busy 
thinking about her next 
film. 

"Lina never gave too much 
importance to awards," 
said Valerio Ruiz, Wertmul- 
ler's biographer. "She left 
that for other people to 
talk about." 

Ruiz also directed a docu¬ 
mentary about Wertmuller 
called "Behind the White 
Glasses." 

Born in Rome in 1928, Wert¬ 
muller had been working 
in theater, sketch comedy 
and puppetry before mak¬ 
ing her transition into film. A 
friend from school married 
actor Marcello Mastroianni 
and he made the fate¬ 
ful introduction to Fellini 
whom she assisted on the 
set of "8 '/ 2 ." 

"Anything that he would 
ask her to do she would 
do," Ruiz said. "He would 
see a face going by in 
a taxi and he would say 
’get me that face’ and she 
would chase the taxi." 

The relationship was hardly 
one-sided. Fellini provided 
his own crew to help Wert¬ 
muller make her first film, 
"The Lizards," in 1963. 

"Fellini was much more 
than a person and friend," 
Wertmuller said. "Fellini was 
like opening a window and 
discovering in front of you 
a wonderful landscape 
which you didn't know be¬ 
fore. Our relationship was 
much larger, much deeper 
and much more meaning¬ 
ful than anything I can de¬ 
scribe." 


The picture that ultimately 
caught the attention of the 
film academy was "Seven 
Beauties," a sprawling story 
about a man with seven un¬ 
attractive sisters who puts 
himself on a complicated 
path during World War II 
when he murders a pimp 
who turned one of his sisters 
into a sex worker. Roger Eb¬ 
ert called it "opaque, de- 


By PABLO GORONDI 
Associated Press 

Ringo Starr, "What's My 
Name" (UMe) 

With enviable energy and 
the simple, persistent mes¬ 
sage of "peace and love," 
Ringo Starr has become 
one of humanity's quintes¬ 
sential goodwill ambas¬ 
sadors. "What's My Name," 
his 20th studio album, is an¬ 
other bundle of positivity 
and cheer, with a handful 
of good tunes to boot. 
Recorded at his home stu¬ 
dio (Roccabella West) with 
a familiar cast of friends like 
Joe Walsh, Steve Lukather, 
Benmont Tench and Edgar 
Winter, "What's My Name" 
continues Starr's practice 
of including some sort of 
Beatle connection on his 
albums — a guest spot 
from a Liverpool lad or two, 
a song one of them wrote 
for Starr or sometimes just 
a reference to their collec¬ 
tive glories. 

A John Lennon demo of 
"Grow Old With Me" was 
released not long after his 


spairing, and bottomless" in 
a review at the time. 
Besides "Seven Beauties," 
Wertmuller had a string of 
notable films in the 1970s 
including "The Seduction of 
Mimi" and "Swept Away," 
which Guy Ritchie would 
attempt to remake with 
Madonna in 2002. But the 
attention around the Os¬ 
car nomination put her on 


1980 murder, but it wasn't 
until recently that Starr 
found out that Lennon felt 
the song would be a good 
choice for the Beatle drum¬ 
mer. 

Starr's take has his sincere 
feelings and Paul McCart¬ 
ney's typically melodic bass 
playing going for it. On the 
downside, it's followed by a 
horrifyingly synthetic cover 
of Motown staple "Money 
(That's What I Want)," which 
Lennon sang when the 
Beatles covered it. 

Other titles, usually co¬ 
written by the drummer, 
are 100% Starr in their sen¬ 
timent: "Send Love Spread 
Peace," "Life Is Good" and 
"Thank God for Music." 
"Magic" — a collaboration 
with Lukather that sounds 
a bit like a slightly slower 
"Doctor, My Eyes" — and 
the faintly Rutles-like "It's Not 
Love That You Want," writ¬ 
ten with Dave Stewart, are 
among the most enjoyable. 
Saving one of the best for 
last, the rocking title track 
was written by former Men 


Associated Press 

a different level and soon 
enough she was signing a 
contract with Warner Bros, 
to make four films state¬ 
side. There was even a two- 
page ad in Variety maga¬ 
zine saying "Welcome Lina." 
The Hollywood honeymoon 
was short, though. The first 
film she made, "A Night 
Full of Rain" with Giancar- 
lo Giannini and Candice 


at Work frontman Colin Hay 
and its biographical details 
act as a succinct update 
of the decades since "I'm 
the Greatest," another Len¬ 
non-penned song that Starr 
sang on his best-by-far 1973 
self-titled album. 


Bergen, was a disappoint¬ 
ment. Even she acknowl¬ 
edges it was one of her 
"least accomplished." War¬ 
ners cancelled the con¬ 
tract after that. 

Was she disappointed? 
"Honestly not," she said. 
Wertmuller has continued 
working and is still writing 
to this day and is currently 
making the rounds in Los 
Angeles once more as 
Sunday's big event nears. 
The non-profit Women in 
Film, which honored her 
with a Crystal Award in 
1985, hosted an intimate 
luncheon for Wertmuller 
Thursday with attendees 
like "It's Complicated" di¬ 
rector Nancy Meyers and 
"Valley Girl" director Martha 
Coolidge. 

"The honor is long overdue," 
said Amy Baer, Women in 
Film's board president. 

On Saturday, "The Lizards" 
will have its American pre¬ 
miere at the TCL Chinese 
Theatre, Sunday she'll be 
feted by the film academy 
and on Monday she'll re¬ 
ceive a star on the Holly¬ 
wood Walk of Fame. □ 


Associated Press 

With the All Starr Band, his 
30-year-old touring extrav¬ 
aganza, currently making 
the rounds again, "What's 
My Name" is another sign of 
Starr's seemingly boundless 
enthusiasm and his love for 
music.Q 


Ringo Starr's peace and love fills up new album 

r . _ 



This cover image released by UME shows "What's My Name/' by 
Ringo Starr. 
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In Apple TV's 'Morning Show,' women rebel, men misbehave 


By LYNN ELBER 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — "The 
Morning Show" started life 
as a behind-the-scenes 
peek at a slice of network 
TV as familiar and routine 
as a wake-up cup of cof¬ 
fee. Then shocking revela¬ 
tions of sexual misconduct 
engulfed NBC's "Today" 
and beyond, and the story 
changed. 

The 10-part drama series, 
part of the first wave of 


shows launching the Apple 
TV Plus streaming service 
Nov. 1, expanded its origi¬ 
nal focus on women's role 
in media to include the re¬ 
percussions of workplace 
bad behavior. It all plays 
out in the lucrative, hyper- 
competitive world of A.M. 
news-and-fluff program¬ 
ming. 

"When the Me Too move¬ 
ment happened it was 
really hard to ignore, nor 
would we want to ignore 
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This image released by Apple TV Plus shows Jennifer Anoston in a scene from "The Morning Show,' 
debuting Nov. 1, launching the Apple TV Plus streaming service. 


it. We would be negligent," 
said Mimi Leder, an execu¬ 
tive producer and director 
for "The Morning Show." 
While Hollywood has paid 
glancing attention to the 
sexual abuse and harass¬ 
ment scandals that have 
roiled it and other industries, 
with accusations derailing 
the careers of actors, exec¬ 
utives and journalists, "The 
Morning Show" is among 
the few major projects to 
delve more deeply. 
Jennifer Aniston and Re¬ 
ese Witherspoon lead the 
cast that includes Steve 
Carell, Billy Crudup, Gugu 
Mbatha-Raw, Mark Du- 
plass, Nestor Carbonell and 
Desean Terry. Aniston plays 
Alex, the long-reigning 
queen of the now-slumping 
"Morning Show," and With¬ 
erspoon is Bradley, an out¬ 
spoken TV reporter with a 
shaky job history who lands 
hard on Alex's turf. 

But Alex's longtime co¬ 
anchor Mitch (Carell) has 
already wreaked havoc. 
The drama opens with him 
fired by network UBA for 
multiple instances of al¬ 
leged misconduct, evoking 
Matt Lauer's dismissal from 
"Today." Mitch's banish¬ 
ment creates career and 
psychological upheaval 
for Alex and opportunity for 
those waiting in the wings 
for their shot at network 
glory. 

Among them is Daniel (Ter¬ 
ry), an African-American 
co-anchor who chafes at 
what he considers pressure 
to downplay his ethnicity 
and hopes the top anchor 
job will be his reward. There 


are impressive displays of 
ambition and plot twists ga¬ 
lore in the three episodes 
Apple made available of 
the glossy, expensive-look¬ 
ing drama that's debuting 
three episodes on Nov. 1. 
Remaining episodes will be 
released consecutively on 
Fridays. 

Apple TV Plus costs $4.99 a 
month after a seven-day 
free trial, and a subscrip¬ 
tion can be shared with up 
to six family members. The 
streaming service is free for 
a year to buyers of a new 
iPhone, iPad, Mac or Apple 
TV box. 

Alex's somber on-air re¬ 
sponse to the scandal 
evokes memories of Sa¬ 
mantha Guthrie and Hoda 
Kotb telling "Today" view¬ 
ers about Lauer's Novem¬ 
ber 2017 firing for what 
NBC called "inappropri¬ 
ate sexual behavior in the 
workplace." The fallout has 
yet to subside: co-anchors 
Guthrie and Kotb returned 
to the subject of Lauer ear¬ 
lier this month after further 
allegations against him 
emerged in Ronan Farrow's 
new book, "Catch and Kill." 
"Morning television is where 
the women in television 
were left to pick up the 
pieces," observed Mary 
Murphy, an associate pro¬ 
fessor at the University of 
Southern California's An- 
nenberg School for Com¬ 
munication and Journal¬ 
ism. Series executive pro¬ 
ducer Michael Ellenberg 
began work on what be¬ 
came "The Morning Show" 
before #MeToo, saying he 
was intrigued by "what it 


Associated Press 

means to be a woman in 
media" and specifically a 
woman with power in the 
morning network realm. 
He found the "authentic, 
precise" details he needed 
in journalist Brian Stelter's 
2013 nonfiction book, 'Top 
of the Morning: Inside the 
Cutthroat World of Morning 
TV." Ellenberg optioned the 
book, Aniston and Wither¬ 
spoon were attached and 
Kerry Ehrin ("Friday Night 
Lights," "Bates Motel") was 
brought in as writer and 
showrunner (Stelter, a for¬ 
mer reporter with The New 
York Times and now with 
CNN, is a consultant-writer). 
Leder said the drama from 
a nearly all-female slate of 
executive producers — in¬ 
cluding Aniston and Reese 
— is at its core about the 
relationship between Alex 
and Bradley. 

The two are "colliding at a 
certain point in their lives," 
Leder said, with Alex at "a 
plateau where ageism is 
starting to hit, and Bradley 
being this character who's 
trying to make her mark, 
and what can these two 
women give each other?" 
From Aniston and Wither¬ 
spoon's takeaway on what 
women in TV endure, they 
need all the friends they 
can find. 

Women face more scrutiny 
on "how they're allowed 
to dress, what jewelry they 
can and cannot wear," An¬ 
iston said. "You never see a 
man being told you have 
to ... get that gray out of 
your hair. You also never 
really see a gray-haired fe¬ 
male newscaster. "□ 
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Carol Burnett among panelists for discussion about memoirs 


By HILLEL ITALIE 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — For at 

least one night, Carol Bur¬ 
nett was a writer among 
writers. The beloved enter¬ 
tainer was among three 
panelists Thursday for "An 
Evening of Memoir," pre¬ 
sented at the MacDow- 
ell artist colony's intimate 
event space in Manhat¬ 
tan. With some 50 people 
in attendance, many Mac- 
Dowell officials and sup¬ 
porters, she was joined by 
the retired Princeton Uni¬ 
versity historian Nell Painter 
and the author and literary 
event host Amanda Stern. 
Their backgrounds differ 
greatly, but they identified 
with each other as memoir 
writers and through more 
common life experiences, 
whether conflicts with their 
parents or the struggles of 
writing itself. 

The 86-year-old Burnett's 
presence was, understand¬ 
ably, a matter of interest 
in itself. MacDowell is a 
century-old institution, with 
its colony based in Peter¬ 
borough, New Hampshire 
— home at various times to 
artists ranging from James 
Baldwin to Leonard Ber¬ 
nstein. Burnett has never 
been a MacDowell fellow, 
unlike Stern and Painter. 
But she is a longtime friend 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 4, 2017, file photo, Carol Burnett arrives at the 'The Carol Burnett 50th 
Anniversary Special" at the CBS Television City in Los Angeles. 


of the colony's executive 
director, Philip Himberg, 
who served as moderator 
Thursday, and her fellow 
speakers showed obvious 
pleasure in being with her. 
Stern, who also has a back¬ 
ground in comedy, tweet¬ 
ed last month about the 
event: "I don't know how 
this happened, but I'm glad 
I did. Come meet your icon, 
and I don't mean me!" 

All three read from their 
work: Burnett from "One 
More Time" and "Carrie and 


Me"; Painter from "Old In Art 
School: A Memoir of Start¬ 
ing Over," about her late- 
in-life decision to take up 
visual art; and Stern "Little 
Panic," what she calls the 
autobiography of an emo¬ 
tion she knows too well. 
Memoirs in themselves can 
be an education. Painter, 
whose books include "The 
History of White People" 
and "Creating Black Ameri¬ 
cans," said she had to un¬ 
learn a lifetime of schol¬ 
arly writing for "Old in Art 


Associated Press 

School." Stern said that only 
through conversations with 
her editor did she realize 
that much of her life had 
been a search for com¬ 
fort and security. Stern also 
noted that another reward 
of memoirs is how they 
make you feel less alone. 
Burnett and Painter both 
acknowledged feelings of 
being "misfits," as Himberg 
described them, and the 
pleasure in defeating the 
low expectations of others. 
For Painter, that was the 


art teacher who doubted 
her talents, for Burnett the 
manager who badgered 
her and eventually fired her 
when as a teenager she 
worked at the now-defunct 
Warner Brothers movie the¬ 
ater in Hollywood. 

"A few years later, the Hol¬ 
lywood Chamber of Com¬ 
merce asked me where 
I would want my star on 
Hollywood Boulevard," 
she said, adding the obvi¬ 
ous answer: "Right in front 
of the old Warner Broth¬ 
ers theater." When Stern 
spoke of overwhelming 
and crippling feelings of 
attachment to her mother 
growing up, Burnett re¬ 
membered being so tied to 
her grandmother that she 
feared leaving her sight, 
wondering if her grand¬ 
mother would die once she 
was away. Both also found 
that writing about their 
families help bring them 
closer. Burnett said that her 
parents were both alcohol¬ 
ics and that writing about 
them became a "catharsis," 
a process of forgiveness. 
Stern recalled her mother 
reading the book and for a 
day sending texts that were 
variations of "Amanda I 
never said this." But at the 
end of the day, her mother 
texted, "Well, that was just 
wonderful. 


New Ronan Farrow book is meticulous and devastating 


By RASH A MADKOUR 
Associated Press 

"Catch and Kill," Little, 
Brown and Co., by Ronan 
Farrow 

Anyone who has read 
Ronan Farrow's meticulous 
reporting that helped am¬ 
plify the #MeToo move¬ 
ment would have an 
idea what to expect his 
book to be like. "Catch 
and Kill" delivers. It offers 
a look behind the scenes 
and exhaustively docu¬ 
ments how he came to 
report on the dozens of 
sexual harassment allega¬ 
tions against film producer 
Harvey Weinstein, despite 
myriad obstacles. 

Farrow had been working 
on investigative reports 
for NBC, including a se¬ 
ries about the "dark side" 
of Hollywood, and Wein- 
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This cover image released by 
Little, Brown and Company 
shows "Catch and Kill: Lies, 
Spies, and a Conspiracy to 
Protect Predators," by Ronan 
Farrow. 

Associated Press 

stein’s name kept coming 
up. Within the first 80 pag¬ 
es of this 414-page tome, 
it becomes clear why this 


apparently open secret 
failed to gain traction in 
either law enforcement 
or among journalists who 
previously tried to report 
on it. As an example, the 
NYPD had worked with 
an accuser and obtained 
a taped confession that 
Weinstein groped her, and 
yet, the Manhattan district 
attorney's office chose not 
to press charges. Farrow 
documents how various 
members of Weinstein's le¬ 
gal team made significant 
campaign contributions 
to that same DA. Equally 
troubling, Farrow’s bosses, 
who began getting per¬ 
sistent phone calls from 
Weinstein, advise Farrow 
to "give it a rest" and work 
on other stories. Given the 
extensive detail Farrow 
provides about these in¬ 


teractions throughout the 
book, it is difficult to be¬ 
lieve NBC's blanket denial 
over Farrow's version of 
events. 

Farrow makes a compel¬ 
ling case that, beyond 
bowing to pressure from 
an influential studio head, 
NBC may have shied away 
from the story because 
several of its executives 
and personalities, includ¬ 
ing "Today" co-host Matt 
Lauer, also had sexual 
harassment allegations in 
their closets. The Weinstein 
story was just the tip of the 
iceberg that began to re¬ 
veal how prominent men 
in various industries used 
their positions of power 
to sexually harass women 
and face no consequenc¬ 
es. We learn that Allen had 
hired private detectives to 


trail law enforcement offi¬ 
cials who were investigat¬ 
ing him, a "campaign to 
disrupt the investigators," 
and charges were ulti¬ 
mately dropped. Farrow 
shows how Weinstein em¬ 
ployed similar tactics, hir¬ 
ing an Israeli firm to track 
and investigate his ac¬ 
cusers, Farrow and others. 
Farrow gets a sense that 
he's being followed and 
multiple sources urge him 
to be careful; this is when 
the book starts to sound 
more like a novel. Farrow 
puts copies of his report¬ 
ing and the evidence in a 
safety deposit box, should 
anything happen to him. 
As he gets closer to pub¬ 
lishing the story, Farrow 
moves out of his apart¬ 
ment into a friend's "safe 
house.'O 
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Australia's iconic rock Uluru scaled by final climbers 


Associated Press 
ULURU, Australia (AP) — Na¬ 
ture seemed to be siding 
with indigenous Australians' 
demand for Uluru to be re¬ 
spected as a sacred site 
on Friday when high winds 
threatened to prematurely 
end the generations-old 
tradition of climbing the 
sandstone monolith. 
Rangers warned hundreds 
of anxious tourists who 
gathered at the base of the 
iconic rock before dawn 
that they would miss their 
last opportunity to ever 
scale its 348-meter (1,140- 
foot) summit unless blustery 
conditions subsided. 

But the winds calmed and 
the first of around 1,000 
climbers began their as¬ 
cent at a chain hand¬ 
hold up the steep western 
face three hours later than 
scheduled. An indigenous 
onlooker booed them. 

The ascent was perma¬ 
nently closed to climbers 
late in the afternoon, while 
those already on the rock 
had until sunset to find their 
way down. A potential 
medical problem was re¬ 
ported with a climber but 
authorities could not imme¬ 
diately provide details. 
Janet Ishikawa flew from 
her Hawaiian home to 
central Australia to make 
the climb on the final pos¬ 
sible day. She likened the 
Uluru controversy to a furor 
over plans to build a giant 
telescope on Hawaii's high¬ 
est peak, which protesters 
consider sacred. 

"It's a total overreaction. 
All of a sudden they want 
to take ownership of all this 
stuff," Ishikawa said. "They 
say you shouldn't climb 
because of all this sacred 
stuff. I can still respect it 
and climb it." 

The ban was a unanimous 


decision made two years 
ago by 12 members of the 
Uluru-Kata Tjuta National 
Park Board of Manage¬ 
ment. But it's an outcome 
that has divided both indig¬ 
enous Australians as well as 
the wider world. 

The polarity of opinions has 
been highlighted in recent 
months as thousands of 
visitors converged on one 
of Australia's most famous 
landmarks to make a fi¬ 
nal trek to the top. Tourists 
have been illegally camp¬ 


ing on roadsides for miles 
(kilometers) because the 
local camping ground and 
accommodation were 
booked. 

Sammy Wilson, who chaired 
the board that banned the 
climb, described the pro¬ 
hibition as a cause for cel¬ 
ebration. Wilson is member 
of the Anangu tribe who 
are Uluru's traditional own¬ 
ers. 

"If I travel to another coun¬ 
try and there is a sacred 
site, an area of restricted 
access, I don't enter or 
climb it, I respect it," Wilson 
said. "It is the same here 
for Anangu. We welcome 


tourists here. We are not 
stopping tourism, just this 
activity." 

There has long been ten¬ 
sion within the indigenous 
population around the 
money that climbers bring 
and the rock's significance 
as a sacred site. 

"I am happy and sad, two 
ways," said Kevin Cooley, a 
resident of the Mutitjulu in¬ 
digenous community in the 
rock’s shadow who collects 
the Uluru tourists' garbage. 
He fears that tourist num¬ 


bers and the local econo¬ 
my will decline. 

The biggest drop in foreign 
visitors could be the Japa¬ 
nese who have proven to 
be the most committed 
climbers. Signs around the 
rock have long discour¬ 
aged climbing, describing 
Uluru as a "place of great 
knowledge" and noting 
that Anangu traditional law 
prohibits climbing. 

The proportion of visitors 
who climb has been steadi¬ 
ly declining, with more than 
tour in five respecting the 
Anangu's wishes in recent 
years. 

The Anangu refer to tour¬ 
ists as "munga," or ants. The 
analogy was clearest in 
recent weeks with queues 
forming long before the 
climb opens at 7 a.m. each 
day at the base of the 
rock’s steep western face. 
From there, an eclectic mix 
of climbers begin fheir as¬ 
cents in narrow columns. 
Prominent indigenous ac¬ 
ademic Marcia Langton 
reacted to the stream of 
climbers with a tweet: "A 
curse will fall on all of them." 


"They will remember how 
they defiled this sacred 
place until they die & his¬ 
tory will record their con¬ 
tempt tor Aboriginal cul¬ 
ture," Langton added. 
Minister for Indigenous Aus¬ 
tralians Ken Wyatt said he 
was disappointed by the 
final rush to climb the rock, 
which is renowned tor its 
changing colors with the 
seasons and the time of 
day. 

"It would be equivalent to 
having a rush of people 


climbing over the Austra¬ 
lian War Memorial, if I can 
be so brazen in that regard, 
because sacred objects, 
community by community, 
are absolutely important in 
the story of that nation of 
people," said Wyatt, who is 
indigenous. 

Reaching the rock doesn't 
guarantee the summit is at¬ 
tainable. Climbing is often 
canceled at short notice 
because of high winds or 
heat. 

At least 37 climbers have 


died, mostly from medical 
events, since 1948, when 
the first road was built in 
the hope of attracting tour¬ 
ists. Every death causes the 
Anangu anguish. 

Denying climbers access 
to the World Heritage-list¬ 
ed landform is part of an 
evolution of the Australian 
narrative since British colo¬ 
nization that has tradition¬ 
ally edited out the original 
inhabitants. 

While the rock had been 
known as Uluru tor thou¬ 
sands of years, British-born 
explorer William Gosse was 
credited with discover¬ 
ing it in 1873 and named it 
Ayers Rock after the then- 
premier of the British colony 
of South Australia, Sir Henry 
Ayers. 

In 1993, it became the first 
official dual-named fea¬ 
ture in the Northern Territory 
when it was renamed "Ay¬ 
ers Rock / Uluru." The order 
of the names was reversed 
a decade later at the re¬ 
quest of regional tourism 
operators. 

But the tourist accommo¬ 
dation nearest Uluru retains 
the name Ayers Rock Re¬ 
sort, in deference to the 
monetary value of the inter¬ 
national brand recognition 
that has built up around it. 
The date of the closure is 
also significant in the history 
of restored indigenous influ¬ 
ence in the region. Satur¬ 
day — the day from when 
climbing becomes punish¬ 
able by a 6,300 Australian 
dollar ($4,300) fine — marks 
34 years since the feder¬ 
al governmenf gave the 
Anangu the land title to the 
national park in which Uluru 
standsO 



Tourists climb the sandstone monolith called Uluru that domi¬ 
nates Australia's arid center at Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, 
Friday, Oct. 25, 2019, the last day climbing is allowed. 
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In this Oct. 10, 2019, photo, tourists view the sandstone mono¬ 
lith called Uluru that dominates Australia's arid center at Uluru- 
Kata Tjuta National Park. 

Associated Press 



In this April 22, 2014, file photo, the sun rises over Uluru, Australia. A climbing ban from late Friday, 
Oct. 25, 2019 on the sandstone monolith called Uluru that dominates Australia’s arid center marks 
indigenous Australians finding a new voice in national decision-making. 
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